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A

s we met to discuss this
issue of Inspire, the
theme of “pain,” and
the stories we would include,
I bit my tongue. I don’t mean
that I restrained myself from
speaking ... I mean I literally bit
my tongue. (You know that
unexpected burst of pain when
you think you’re chewing your
gum and miss the gum?)
We commented on how appropriate it seemed that I would
begin our meeting about pain with pain.
Pain is all around us — life-changing pain, pain that
doesn’t go away in 10 minutes when your tongue begins to
heal. Just last week I sat at an alumni event with a woman
who’d suddenly lost her husband 15 months ago and felt
she was having to begin a whole new life. Next to her was
another woman who was out of work and was eager to
find a job. She sat across from her husband, who had
begun his battle with cancer just a year ago and had gone
through major surgery and two rounds of chemotherapy
(thankfully he’s now cancer-free). Pain is all around us.
However, in the midst of pain is beauty. We don’t always
see it, and it may not seem “worth it all” at the time, but it’s
there. Beauty as we see God more clearly. Beauty as God’s
people minister to us. Beauty as God’s Word soothes our
souls. Beauty as we see God’s plan unfold. As Paula Kordic
shares, “The tapestry of pain, woven together with the
presence and provision of God, makes for very rich days.”
As you read these stories of pain shared by Paula and
others, may God remind you again of His provision and
perfect plan in the midst of your pain.

Faith Linn ’83
Director of Alumni Relations

Todd ’95 and Dawn Merritt Entner ’96 with son, Josiah, (born in Beijing on
October 20, 2002) proudly represent Cedarville on the Great Wall of China.
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What’s Abuzz

President’s Pen
No Pain — So What’s
Wrong?

L

ast month I was feeling great.
No pains, no strains, no discomforts.
In fact, I hadn’t felt that good in years.
So, I went to the doctor to find out why.
There had to be a reason for me not having
anything wrong physically. I wanted a
thorough physical to diagnose my condition.
You know what the doctor discovered? Everything in my body was
functioning as it was supposed to. He prescribed a plan for me:
stop wasting his time.
OK. I’m joking … at least about going to the doctor. The most
important work of a physician is to diagnose the symptoms of pain in
order to determine the reasons for the bodily malfunction. Pain is a
symptom that something is wrong.
The pain in our world is also a symptom that something is wrong.
But the diagnosis does not lead us to discover a disease infecting
society. The pain results from a deadly flaw in our nature. Humanity’s
spiritual DNA has mutated to a state of fallenness, and the
consequences are separation from God, personal sin, and a dying
world. Things rot, rust, decay, and die. This is not the land of the living;
this is the land of the dying.
Some worldviews tell us that we are merely ignorant of our divinity
or that perfection is merely around the next evolutionary corner.
But pain and suffering in the world tell us that something is radically
wrong and our world yearns to be made right.
Pain is one of the few experiences that communicates across the
boundaries of culture, language, and time. Disease and accident, grief
and loss, sorrow and abandonment — these are the emotional places
where all of humanity meets.
For this reason, suffering may be the starting point for an
understanding of God’s love for the world and the hope of the gospel.
God did not distance himself from our suffering, but became
one of us that He might suffer with us and for us. As a result, we have
hope. Christ has conquered pain, suffering, and even death itself
(I Corinthians 15:26). One day it will all disappear, and the world of
peace and wholeness that God intended from the beginning will be
restored.
And you won’t even have to go to the doctor!

Dr. Bill Brown
President
Cedarville University

Cedarville University
Celebrates 108th
Commencement
Cedarville’s 108th
Commencement, held on May 1,
involved several “firsts” for the
University. Not only was it the
first Cedarville commencement
for Dr. Bill Brown, who began his
presidency in August 2003 —
it was also the first time
commencement has been held in
the new Doden Field House and
the first time since 1971 that
Cedarville has had an invited
guest as its commencement speaker.
Dr. Lynne V. Cheney, author, scholar, and wife of Vice
President Dick Cheney, delivered the commencement
address. Dr. Cheney, who has earned a reputation as a
forceful advocate for improving education in America,
offered the graduates five secrets to success. She challenged
them to act with self-confidence, find true expertise, hold
to a base of conviction, be aware and respectful of others’
convictions, and know what success is. “Success,”
Dr. Cheney told the graduates, “almost certainly will be
connected with work that you love, work that involves you
deeply quite apart from whatever rewards it may bring.”
Out of the 646 graduates, four were singled out for
special honors. Gregory S.G. Guiler, a preseminary Bible
major from Canal Winchester, Ohio, and Sarena J. Luke,
a communication arts major from Kearney, Nebraska,
received the President’s Trophy, which is the highest honor
for a graduating senior. Erin M. Avery, a physics major
from St. Cloud, Minnesota, and Benjamin R. Lynch,
a mathematics major from Knoxville, Tennessee, were
given Faculty Scholarship Awards for maintaining perfect
4.0 grade point averages throughout their college careers.
In addition, the Medal of Honor was presented to U.S.
Rep. David L. Hobson (Ohio 7th Congressional District)
in recognition of his integrity and compassion, as well as
his leadership in national defense, military readiness and
well-being, fiscal responsibility, health care, and medical
research. A U.S. Congressman since 1990, Rep. Hobson has
served on the House Budget Committee and chaired the
House Energy and Water Appropriations Subcommittee.

For more photos from Commencement,
see pages 14-15.
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March Madness
The month of March brought a different kind of “March
Madness” to Cedarville University this year. Three major
conferences were held to assist people in three kinds of
ministry: evangelism, urban ministries, and outdoor sports
ministries.
On March 4-5, Cedarville hosted the 2004 Spring Pastors
Summit/Evangelism Celebration “Return to Holiness,”
sponsored by the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio and
Cedarville University. Attendance ranged from 900 to 1,750
as people came to the different sessions to hear speakers
Dr. Henry Blackaby, author of Experiencing God; Dr. Richard
Blackaby, president of Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary;
Dr. Alistair Begg, senior pastor of Parkside Church and host of
the “Truth for Life” radio program; Dr. Jerry Falwell, founder
and chancellor of Liberty University; Dr. Ken Hemphill, author
and national strategist for the Empowering Kingdom Growth
initiative for the Southern Baptist Convention; and others.
Music was led by Charles Billingsley, musical artist-inresidence at Liberty University; and Larnelle Harris, five-time
Grammy Award-winning vocalist. Craig Krenzel, quarterback of
the 2002 Ohio State Buckeyes National Championship team,
offered a lunchtime lecture, courtesy of Athletes in Action.
Gerry Caillouet, host and producer of the nationallysyndicated radio program “God’s Great Outdoors,” brought his
“Trail to Adventure Conference” to Cedarville on March 13.
The conference was designed to assist the church in ministering
to outdoor sports enthusiasts through outdoor outreach
programs.
Speakers included Mike Skupin, a “Survivor: Australian
Outback” contestant; Steve Rocky, a white-tailed deer hunting
expert; Dr. Wally Harder, ministries coordinator for Christian
Bowhunters of America; Burly Hall, pro shooter for Mathews
Bows and a five-time world champion, 24-time national
champion 3-D archer; Mark DePugh, president and founder of
Fellowship of Christian Hunters; and Heath Painter, owner of
Wildeyes Production and producer of outdoor television
shows.
Topics included fishing events, hunting activities, campingstyle evangelism, boating adventures, shooting sports,
snowmobiling, cross country skiing, and horse programs.
Cedarville University hosted the 2004 Urban Missions
Conference “Out of the Pews and Into the Streets” March
18-20. This annual event, sponsored by Urban Light Ministries
in Springfield, Ohio, is designed to inform and equip anyone
who has a burden for the city. This year’s keynote speakers were
Rev. Eli Williams, co-founder of Urban Light Ministries in
Springfield, Ohio; Rev. Stan A. Archie, senior pastor of
Christian Fellowship Baptist Church (CFBC) in Kansas City,
Missouri; Rev. Phil Jackson, pastor of The House, an urban
youth center/church in inner-city Chicago; and Dr. Jeffrey
Cook ’81, assistant professor of Bible at Cedarville University.

Along with the keynote speakers, approximately 40
workshops were offered on topics such as “Adopt-a-Block,”
“Ministry Among Hispanic Communities,” “Embracing HighRisk Youth Ministry,” “Prison Ministry,” “Networking Urban
and Suburban Churches,” “Making Cross-Cultural
Relationships Work,” and “Mobilizing Your Church for Urban
Missions.” Dynamic urban praise and worship was provided by
the worship team from CFBC.
Audiocassettes and CDs of the keynote speeches of the
Pastors Summit/Evangelism Celebration and the Urban
Missions Conference may be ordered by calling CDR Radio at
1-800-333-0601.

Newsboys Make a Stop
at the ’Ville
The Newsboys brought their “Adoration: The Tour” to
Cedarville University on April 2. The sold-out concert
featured the acclaimed Christian rock band, as well as vocalists
Rebecca St. James and Jeremy Camp.
The Newsboys’ national tour consisted of 35 shows and was
witnessed by more than 150,000 people. The Cedarville
concert was the tour’s only stop in Ohio.
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New Directions

Faithful Faculty
Changing Roles

Two members of the Cedarville family are
heading off on new paths this year. Dr. Phil
Bassett, chair of the department of education, is
leaving after 13 years of service in the education
department. He recently accepted the position of
director of teacher education with International
Schools of China (ISC) in Beijing.
Congratulations to the Bassett family on their
new endeavor!

Dr. Phil Bassett
After 30 years of faithful service to Cedarville
University, Dr. Martin Clark has stepped down
from his position of vice president for
development. As of May 1, he assumed his new
position as president of the Kettering Medical
Foundation. We congratulate him on his new
appointment!

Dr. Martin Clark

Three faculty members are undergoing role
changes this academic year.
Dr. Jack Riggs has stepped
down from his position as
dean of the School of
Humanities, Fine Arts, and
Bible, but will teach part-time
in the department of biblical
education. Jack has been at
Dr. Jack Riggs
Cedarville since 1967 and
served as dean since the position
was created in 1998.
Dr. Don Callan, who
served as the dean of the
School of Health and Human
Performance, has taken a new
half-time position as director
of recreational and athletic
facilities. He has been at
Dr. Don Callan Cedarville since 1960 and has
served as dean since 1998.
Dr. Robert Wiggins,
professor of criminal justice
and public administration,
has retired from full-time
teaching, but will continue in
a part-time capacity. He has
been at Cedarville since 1992.
Dr. Robert Wiggins

Honor to Whom Honor is Due
Faculty Members Receive Awards
On April 2, four faculty members were honored with Faculty Excellence Awards
from the Southwestern Ohio Council for Higher Education (SOCHE). Dr. Jeff
Cook ’81, assistant professor of Bible; Dr. Timothy Dewhurst, professor of
engineering; Dr. Jeff Fawcett, associate professor of marketing; and Dr. Clint Kohl,
associate professor of electrical engineering, each received the award.
Also in April, Cedarville University honored nine of its faculty members for their
service contributions.
The Allen Monroe Integration of Faith and Learning Award was given to Dr. Irene
Alyn, professor of nursing and chair of the department of nursing. The award
recognizes sustained excellence in integrating Scripture and Christian world/lifeview
with a discipline or practical application.
The Faculty Advisor Award was presented to Dr. Pamela Diehl Johnson. The award
is given to a faculty member who has had a significant influence on students as an
advisor, counselor, or leader. Pam is senior professor of exercise and sport science,
director of the Academic Assistance Center, and dean of the School of Health and
Human Performance.
Three Deans’ Service Awards were given to faculty who have demonstrated
contributions to school committees and task teams; service to the higher education
community; involvement with students; and work with civic and church groups.
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Dr. Thomas Hutchison ’80, associate professor of Christian education and
assistant chair for the department of biblical education, received the award
for 1-10 years of service. Dr. Phil Bassett, professor of education and chair of
the department of education, was given the award for 11-20 years of service.
Dr. James Phipps ’68 received the award for more than 21 years of service.
Jim serves as professor of communication arts.
The Faculty Innovator of the Year Award was given to Dr. Jeffrey Cook ’81,
assistant professor of Bible. The award recognizes an instructional or
curricular innovation that has resulted in improved student learning. Jeff
creatively designed a homeless simulation weekend for his urban ministry
class, allowing students to better understand the cultural divides between
their normal experiences and that of the poor.
Three Faculty Teaching Effectiveness Awards were given to faculty members
based on student evaluations, department chair and peer recommendations,
performance of students in subsequent classes or after graduation, use of
instructional technology, and use of effective teaching techniques. Dr. Heather
Kuruvilla, associate professor of biology, received the award for 1-10 years
of service. Dr. Chris Miller received the award for 11-20 years of service.
He is a professor of Bible and chair of the department of biblical education.
Dr. Donald Baumann, professor of biology and chemistry, received the award
for more than 21 years of service.

Cedarville University
Welcomes New Trustee
Cedarville University has
named Mary Howard ’81, CFO
and executive vice president of
Nu-Way Industries, as its newest
trustee. Mary will serve a threeyear term.
Dr. Bill Brown, president of
Cedarville University, stated,
“Mary Howard is one of those
unique individuals whose astute
business sense is only superseded
by her love for Christ. She is an
exciting addition to the
Cedarville board.”
Mary holds a J.D. from DePaul University and is a licensed
attorney. She used her background in computers, accounting,
and corporate legal counsel to help her father’s precision
metal fabricating business — Nu-Way Industries — grow
from $5 million in annual sales to more than $50 million.
In February 2001, Mary and Nu-Way’s vice president purchased
the Des Plaines, Illinois business from Mary’s father and uncle
and became co-owners.
A resident of Arlington Heights, Illinois, Mary serves her
community as a member of the Des Plaines Economic
Development Commission. She is active in her church, where
she teaches Sunday school and serves as an Awana leader.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Lori Anderson ’97, who has completed her Ph.D. in
professional counseling at Liberty University. A counselor in Cedarville University
Counseling Services, Lori successfully defended her dissertation “Personality
Characteristics of Bulimic Behavior in College Women Analyzed with the MyersBriggs Type Indicator.”

Students Join Cal Thomas
Three Cedarville University recipients of the Cal Thomas
Scholarship traveled to Columbus, Ohio in March to take part in
a dinner and program led by syndicated columnist Cal Thomas.
The event was the 15th anniversary celebration of The
Gathering/Columbus, a Christian leadership organization.
Established in 1998, the Cal Thomas Scholarship is meant to
recognize Cal Thomas for his conservative influence and impact
on the national media and to encourage Cedarville University
students to enter media careers. Beyond lending his name to the
scholarship, Cal Thomas maintains contact with the student
recipients and acts as a mentor to them as they finish their
education and pursue their media careers.

Cedarville University students Rachel Blaquiere, Laura Mruk, and Rachel Ganong
joined syndicated columnist Cal Thomas at a recent dinner program.
As recipients of the Cal Thomas Scholarship, the students have the opportunity to
be mentored by Cal Thomas.

master class coinciding with the National Convention. The master class was
overseen by Tony and Grammy Award-winning playwright Jerry Herman and his
Broadway staff. (Herman’s works include the musicals Hello! Dolly and Mame.)
In this prestigious master class, Amanda performed a musical theatre piece and
received one-on-one instruction from Broadway veteran Karen Morrow.
Congratulations to Amanda and the CU MENC chapter on their
accomplishments!

Cedarville MENC Chapter Honored

Engineering Students Keep Tradition Alive

Congratulations to the Cedarville University Chapter of the Music Educators
National Conference (MENC)! At the National Convention held in Minneapolis,
Minnesota from April 15-17, Cedarville chapter president Brandon Moses ’04,
along with president-elect Aaron Carpenter and advisor Carol Todd, accepted
one of nine prestigious Chapter of Excellence Awards on behalf of the Cedarville
MENC chapter. These awards are given to active collegiate chapters who submit
written reports of the improvements of their recruiting techniques, projects, or
musical programs within the past two years. Cedarville’s winning entry
discussed the improvements made by the chapter to increase attendance at
meetings and involve more students in this important music education
organization.
In addition to this chapter award, junior Amanda Lucarini was one of 30
students selected from around the country to participate in a musical theatre

Cedarville mechanical engineering students placed first and third in the
Region V ASME Student Conference, held April 1-3 at The Ohio State University.
Cedarville students have placed in the top five of Region V ASME for seven
straight years.
Then-senior Anthony Gianettino ’04 finished third for his presentation of his
senior design project. His project involved designing a device which can more
accurately size a prosthetic hip implant before it is permanently inserted into a
patient. Fellow senior Brian Montague ’04 finished first for his presentation
describing his design of the boat hull which is currently being fabricated for the
upcoming Solar Splash competition. Brian’s win earns him an all-expense-paid
trip to the International Congress of ASME, which will be held in Anaheim,
California in November 2004.
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Faculty and Staff Members
of the Year Named
At the 2004 annual Honors Day ceremony, Cedarville
University students named Dr. Timothy Dewhurst and Mark
Button ’97 as Faculty and Staff Members of the Year. Their
selection was based on their quality service and dedication to
students.
Tim, a professor of mechanical engineering, was named
Faculty Member of the Year. A part of the Cedarville
University family since 1996, he advises the Solar Splash team
in the design, construction, and racing of solar-powered
boats. He has also found time to play on a student intramural
soccer team. Tim and his wife, Kim, are well-known for their
New England day and Maine night celebrations in which they
invite New England students to their home for traditional
New England cuisine.
Mark, the house manager for the production services group,
was named Staff Member of the Year. Mark manages stage setup and the production of chapel and special events while
building friendships with students. He and his wife, Amy
(Cartzendafner) ’97, have mentored engaged students in the
Fit to Be Tied program, led two Cedarville University
missions trips, served as class advisors, and currently assist the
Junior/Senior Banquet committees. Mark has worked at
Cedarville for seven years.

Dr. Timothy Dewhurst, Faculty Member of the Year, with his wife, Kim

Mark Button ’97, Staff Member of the Year, with his wife,
Amy (Cartzendafner) ’97

Honor to Whom Honor is Due
Model UN Team Wins Awards
Cedarville University’s Model United Nations team excelled at the February Dayton
Model United Nations Conference, earning three of the top six awards. In addition,
half of the team members earned special recognition for superior preparation and
negotiating excellence. The Cedarville team competed against 150 other delegates
from 15 regional colleges and universities.
Three of the Model UN’s six “Outstanding Delegate” awards went to Cedarville
team members: Courtney Butterfield, representing South Africa in the African Union
committee; Ian Ellis, representing Russia on the Security Council; and Karla Herdzik,
representing South Africa in the General Assembly.
Team captain Jason Charrette ’04 was named “Distinguished Delegate,” the
second highest award, for his work representing Russia in the Security Council crisis
simulation. Joelle Marquardt received an Honorable Mention for her effective
representation of South Africa on the committee which debated patents and related
intellectual property rights. Stephanie O’Hara ’04 won one of six writing awards for
her superior paper outlining India’s policies on intellectual property rights.
The team is advised by Cedarville resident Dr. Frank Jenista ’68, who has 25 years
of experience as an American diplomat and serves as professor of international
studies at Cedarville.
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Forensics and Debate Teams Named National
Christian Champs
On March 12-14, Cedarville University’s forensics and debate teams
combined forces to compete with 20 schools from across the country in the
National Christian College Forensics Invitational (NCCFI). The tournament
was hosted by Cedarville University.
In the overall combined category, Cedarville placed first, becoming
national champions of the NCCFI for the third year in a row. In addition,
Cedarville placed first in individual events and fourth in debate.
In individual events, special honors in the Best Overall Speaker category
went to Jillian Anderson, Drew Clauson, Kristyn Gledhill ’04, Abbie McGaha,
Kris Perry, April Price ’04, and Kristin Sando ’04. In varsity debate, special
honors went to Jennifer Grant and Autumn West. In novice debate, special
honors went to Joe Dugan and Kate Lakomy.
The teams are coached by Matt Moore ’92, assistant professor of
communication arts; and Derrick Green ’97 and Rebecca Sietman ’99, both
instructors of communication arts.

Heritage Corner
2004 John W. Bickett Heritage
Alumni Scholarships Awarded
he John W. Bickett Heritage Scholarship was established
in 1982 by the Heritage alumni of Cedarville College.
These awards are named for the Reverend John Wilson
Bickett, the first graduate of Cedarville College. The recipients
are junior or senior students preparing for pastoral or
missionary service and planning to further their education in
seminary or language studies. The following are the students’
mini-biographies and notes of appreciation, which were written
in March 2004.

T

Lucas A. Baker
Currently a junior, Luke has plans of attending Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary to enroll in their advanced master
of divinity program. He and his fiancée, Megan Scroggins ’06,
want to use their training to serve the Lord in the United States.
A native of Moraine, Ohio, Luke is a pastoral studies and
comprehensive Bible major. He teaches a young adults class at
his local church and serves in Big Bird community ministry at
Cedarville.

I just want to thank you so much for considering me to be an
applicant of this award, because I know there are some
outstanding students here at Cedarville. So, I want to thank
the alumni for not only helping with the cost of my tuition,
but also in taking part in my ministry now and in the
future.

Holly L. Congden
Holly looks forward to seminary and to a youth ministry in
either a local church or the mission field. However, she is not
waiting until after graduation to have a ministry. When at
home in Rochester, New York, Holly teaches Sunday school,
plans youth group events, and mentors young women. During
the school year, she assists with the junior high youth group at
Grace Baptist Church in Cedarville and sings with the
Cedarville University Gospel Choir. The junior Christian
education and youth ministries major traveled with an MIS
team to Mexico this past Spring Break.

I would like to thank the alumni for making this scholarship
possible. It has been an encouragement to me to continue my
service for God. I appreciate your willingness to encourage
students in their education.

The 2004 John W. Bickett Heritage Alumni Scholarship recipients are Holly L.
Congden, Addam T. Skelly, Jason A. Nixon, and Lucas A. Baker.

Jason A. Nixon
A senior preseminary Bible major, Jason is preparing for
further education and a ministry as a pastoral staff member.
The Trotwood High School (Ohio) graduate has traveled to
Eleuthera, Bahamas as part of an MIS team.

Thank you to all the alumni who gave of their own money
to support people whom they do not even know. My family
and I are very appreciative of your generosity.

Addam T. Skelly
Addam plans on attending seminary following graduation from
Cedarville. He is currently a junior preseminary Bible major.
Addam hails from Greenfield, Indiana.

I’d like to express my immense gratitude for the alumni who
made this award possible. I am honored to have been chosen
as a recipient for this scholarship, and I thank you for your
commitment to the University and to its students.

Upcoming Heritage Events
Alumnae Educators' Luncheon

Fiddler on the Roof at LaComedia

July 12

August 4
Reunion Luncheon
October 1
Inspire 11

Alumni Association News
2004 Alumni Scholarship Recipients
nterest generated by the Alumni Scholarship and Grant
Endowment Fund provides a scholarship for an outstanding
freshman, sophomore, or junior student (or in rare
circumstances, an outstanding senior) enrolled in each
academic apartment. The faculty of each department select their
recipient. The following are the students’ mini-biographies and
notes of appreciation, which were written in March 2004.

I

Biblical Education
A native of Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania, Alyson Perry is a senior
philosophy major. She plans to earn a Ph.D. in philosophical
theology, teach at the university level, and publish various
interdisciplinary studies in religion, deconstruction, and their
interconnection as it relates to epistemology. Alyson has been
active in the Alpha Sigma philosophy organization and the
Tau Delta Kappa honors organization.

I thank the alumni for their commitment to Christ and
culture, and I appreciate their faith in my abilities to
strengthen the interrelation between such.

Business Administration
A sophomore marketing major, Bethany Streitmatter is
considering a career in market research and advertising.
The Rensselaer, Indiana native is vice president of Cedarville’s
Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) chapter, serves on the
yearbook staff, and takes part in a local tutoring ministry.
She is enrolled in the Honors Program. Bethany is the daughter
of Mark ’79 and Becky Rupe Streitmatter ’80.

I would like to thank the alumni for allowing me to receive
this scholarship. Your continued dedication to and love for
Cedarville University is appreciated. I am honored to serve
as part of the Cedarville family with you.

Back Row: Elizabeth Proemmel, Matthew Sterner, Kimberly Shank, Conrad Bear;
Middle Row: Courtney Butterfield, Lisa Wendl, Bethany Streitmatter; Front Row:
Amy Kennard, Alyson Perry, Kimber Porter, Rebekah Read;
Not Pictured: Ethan Ransom

Education
Rebekah Read, who hails from Jamestown, New York, has been
actively involved in The Master’s Puppets, Adopt-AGrandparent, and a myriad of youth events on campus. A junior
early childhood education major, she plans to take an active role
in children’s ministry at whatever church she attends and is
open to teaching in either Christian or public schools.

It is an honor and privilege to be given this award. I want to
thank you for your faithfulness and commitment to
Christian education. Thank you once again for encouraging
me through your support of Cedarville.

Engineering

As a senior mechanical engineering major, Matthew Sterner is
a member of the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) and is
A quick look at Ethan Ransom’s activities makes it no surprise president-elect of Cedarville’s chapter of Tau Beta Pi, the
that he plans to attend film school after graduation. Ethan, a
national engineering honor society. His post-graduation plans
senior video media production major, volunteers on a local
include working in industrial engineering and eventually
church media team and is the executive director of
teaching engineering on the college level. Matthew is from
Spikenard Films, a new student film resources network.
Richland, Pennsylvania.
The Fairfax, Virginia native has also gained experience with
Time Warner Sports Production.
Thank you, alumni, for awarding me with this scholarship.

Communication Arts

Thank you so much for your generous gift towards my
education. God has used you to supply needs I sometimes
take for granted. Thank you for giving back from what God
has given you.
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Thank you for your continuing support of this school. It is
your legacy that encourages and pushes us as students. Again,
thank you for your commitment and for your gracious
award.

Exercise and Sport Science

Psychology

Kimber Porter’s post-graduation plan is to do short-term
missions work in Spain, developing exercise programs there
while building relationships and sharing the gospel. In addition,
the junior exercise science major would like to pursue further
education in exercise physiology or fitness management.
The Lapeer, Michigan product is a member of the American
College of Health Association and the Student Academic
Advisory Board and is treasurer of the social organization
Phi Gamma Psi.

Elizabeth Proemmel, a junior psychology major, serves as
secretary for the Alpha Psi Omega psychology organization and
as a tutor for the psychological statistics class. She sings in her
local church choir and has worked with Homes for LIFE, Alpha
Sigma Lambda sign language organization, and Cedarville
University youth events. The Champaign, Illinois native plans
on attending graduate school to obtain a counseling license.

Thank you to those who contributed money for this
scholarship. I feel honored for being selected to receive it, and
Thank you so much for your contribution to Cedarville’s
I pray that I will be able to invest in others’ lives as you have
alumni scholarship. I am very grateful to receive this award. invested in mine. May God bless you as you follow His
Your act of giving is truly an example of Christ’s unselfish
guidance in your lives.
giving and generosity. I pray that you will experience many
blessings in return of your giving! Again, many thanks!
Science and Mathematics
The daughter of Steve ’73 and Merilee Johnson Shank ’75,
Language and Literature
Kimberly Shank enjoys teaching mathematics. She is open to
Junior Lisa Wendl is considering teaching in China for a couple whatever God has for her, whether it be teaching math abroad,
of years through Cedarville’s ERAP program. A technical and
instructing high schoolers, or getting her master’s degree and
professional communication major, Lisa currently works in
teaching on the college level. Kim is a sophomore integrated
Centennial Library’s Media Resource Center, leads a discipleship mathematics education major from Cedarville, Ohio. She is
group on campus, and heads an Awana ministry team at a local involved in tutoring as well as the Alpha Delta Omega service
church. Lisa hails from Waukesha, Wisconsin.
organization.

I want to express deep appreciation to the alumni for
awarding this scholarship to me. Thank you for being so
dedicated to education at Cedarville. This award is a
humbling answer to prayer; thank you again!

I want to say thank you to the alumni for honoring me with
this award. It is a huge blessing to me. Thank you so much
for your encouragement to the students and your
involvement in the further growth of Cedarville University.

Music

Social Sciences and History

Even as a freshman, Conrad Bear is looking forward to the
many possible opportunities for his future — graduate school,
musical theatre/opera, radio theatre, and worship leading.
The music major sings in concert chorale and was a choir
member in the recent production of The Masque of Beauty and
the Beast. The Sugarcreek, Ohio native is also active in
intramural sports.

Courtney Butterfield hails from Evansville, Indiana. A junior
majoring in integrated social studies education, Courtney stays
busy in the Model United Nations competition, tutoring, the
Tau Delta Kappa honors organization, and intramural tennis.
She has also been part of the forensics team and campus
congress.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the alumni for
Thank you so much for this blessing! God is providing for
this scholarship. Your continued devotion to Cedarville is
my upcoming need through this, so thank you for being used greatly appreciated by all and a great encouragement to me.
of Him. I very much appreciate your generosity.

Nursing
Junior nursing major Amy Kennard stays busy as a discipleship
group leader and a member of the Student Academic Advisory
Board. She is also involved in the Big Bird and Extra Mile
community ministries. Following graduation, the LaFayette,
Georgia native plans to either work as a registered nurse in
Georgia or pursue her master’s degree.

I would like to say thank you to the Cedarville alumni who
have chosen to invest in Cedarville by helping students such
as myself. It was a nice surprise to be the recipient of your
generosity. I only wish that I could thank you by name or in
person for this scholarship.

How to Give
Since 1978, Cedarville alumni have contributed more than $225,000
toward the Alumni Scholarship Endowment. The University invests these gifts
and uses the earnings to fund the 12 annual alumni scholarships.
In 2000, the annual scholarship was only $500 per student. Not satisfied
with this amount, alumni made additional gifts to increase the endowment.
Because of their determination and generosity, the endowment now provides
$1,000 per recipient! Cedarville is grateful for and proud of our alumni and
their support of students through scholarships.
If you would like to make a donation toward the Alumni Scholarship
Endowment, please contact Kim Longo or Dave Bartlett in the gift planning
office at 1-800-766-1115 or visit our Web site at www.cedarville.edu/giving.
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Cedarville University
Commencement
View more graduation photos at www.cedarville.edu/alumni.
To order a DVD or VHS of Commencement, Parents’ Night, or Nursing Convocation,
call 1-800-333-0601, or send a check for $20 to
CDR Media Ministry, P.O. Box 601, Cedarville, OH 45314.
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Ruth: The Musical

omprehensive Bible major Karen Judith Mowrer ’04
“broke the mold” for her senior seminar class by writing
and presenting the story of Ruth as a musical stage
production rather than as a standard research paper.
The senior seminar course is a capstone course required of
Bible majors whose studies do not involve an internship. The
objective of Karen’s musical project, then, was to fulfill the
requirements for the course, but Karen wanted it to be much
more than that. It was her desire to fulfill the requirement by
blending several personal “loves” into one unique creation.
Motivated by a love for Broadway musicals, Karen
determined to use her skills in music and lyric composition,
dramatic presentation, and Bible knowledge to present the
beloved story of Ruth from the Old Testament.
Karen credits her “inspiration” to a week of insomnia last year
when she used the hours awake to think about how she could
make a quality difference in the arts. She felt a strong desire to
use her skills to present the power and excitement of the story
of Ruth in an unusual format. She wanted to use that venue to
communicate her love for the stage with a love for God and His
Word.
When Karen returned to Cedarville in the fall, she sought the
counsel of advisors and professors regarding her dream.
Observing that she was breaking new ground in the senior
seminar course, her advisors encouraged her to pursue her
dream. And the rest, as they say, is history. Ruth: The Musical
was presented in six performances including two command
performances.
Karen wrote the musical’s script, which was revised with the
help of director Donna Paulsen ’03. Karen and musical director
Steven Frey ’04 strengthened the original music and words that
she had already written and wrote several more songs to
complete the musical. Karen says, “I had many talented people
helping me, like Donna and Steve and my wonderful cast. But
we all agree that it was God who brought it together. None of
us expected to receive such a positive response. God was good
to us. We hope that at the end of all this, He gets the glory.”

C
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On a more personal note, Karen’s music has been both a
source of fun and a stress-reliever from class work. She said,
“Some people go running when they’re stressed. Some people
eat chocolate. I write songs.” She generally writes a song a week,
expressing her love for God and her interpretation of life.
Karen is planning to teach high school math in the public
schools of the Bronx or Brooklyn this fall as a teaching fellow.
There in New York City she will have a chance to learn more
about composing musical theatre and to explore opportunities
for Christians in the arts.
Cedarville’s production of Ruth: The Musical is available on
DVD and audio CD. For more information, contact Donna
Paulsen at dpaulsen@cedarville.edu.

New Bible Major
he department of biblical education has announced the
availability of a new major designed to equip men and
women to teach Bible in Christian schools. The major
was designed in cooperation with the education department at
Cedarville to provide both content and skills for teaching Bible
in elementary and secondary Christian schools. Since states do
not certify teachers of Bible or religion, there is no state
certification available. However, the degree program has
received the approval of the Association of Christian Schools
International (ACSI).
The need for the degree has been recognized for some time.
Since many Cedarville alumni are asked to teach Bible in
Christian schools, there was a desire in both the Bible and
education departments to equip students with pedagogical skills
as well as a knowledge of the Scripture. The objective is to raise
the level of how Bible is taught. Students enrolled in the
program will participate in the same pedagogical and field
education experiences required of secondary education majors
who are seeking certification by the State of Ohio.
In addition to providing essential pedagogical courses for
teaching Bible in a school setting, the major also includes
Christian education courses, thus qualifying students to serve
local churches effectively in Christian education or youth
ministries. Since the major also includes courses required in the
preseminary major, the graduate is well prepared to pursue
graduate school or seminary.
Dr. Duane Wood, academic vice president at Cedarville
University, adds his endorsement of the major by stating that
students who pursue this major and then go on to graduate
school are well equipped for returning to teach Bible at the
University.
Details of the degree are available in the current catalog.

T

Two Professors Anticipate Sabbaticals in England
During the 2004-2005 academic year, two Bible professors
will be taking sabbaticals to Cambridge, England. Dr. Daniel
Estes ’74, professor of Bible and associate academic vice
president, and Dr. Greg Couser, associate professor of Bible
and Greek, will both take advantage of the rich biblical
resources of the Cambridge University Library and Tyndale
House for research and writing.
The Cambridge University Library is one of only five
copyright libraries in the United Kingdom, which means that it
receives copies of every book that is published in that country.
In addition, the residential Tyndale House is the best
specialized library for biblical research in the world, and in
many ways it serves as the hub of evangelical theological
scholarship. Furthermore, the slower pace and relaxed
ambiance of England provide an ideal climate for reflection
and writing.
Dan will continue his administrative duties throughout the
Fall Semester as he completes a book introducing the Old
Testament poetical books. For Spring Semester, Dan and his
wife, Carol (Towles) ’75, who is a professor in the education
department, plan to work on writing projects in Cambridge.
Throughout his 20 years of teaching at Cedarville, Dan has
specialized in the study of the Psalms and the Old Testament
Wisdom Literature. Recently he received a contract from
InterVarsity Press in Britain to write the Song of Songs
commentary for the Apollos Old Testament Commentary
series. He plans to use his semester in Cambridge to write the
first draft of the commentary manuscript. When he returns to
teaching at Cedarville in Fall Semester 2005, he will no doubt

make use of this material in his
course on Wisdom Literature.
Greg, his wife, Ronna, and their
four children will spend the
summer and the Fall Semester
living at Tyndale House as Greg
pursues the completion of several
articles, one of which he
anticipates will eventuate in a
book. His articles include a study
of the illuminating work of the
Holy Spirit according to Paul; a
study of the concept of
community as it relates to the local
church; and a study of theology
proper in I Timothy. In his 10
years at Cedarville, Greg has
taught Greek and a variety of
classes pertaining to hermeneutics,
the New Testament as a whole, and
to the Pauline epistles in
particular.
While abroad, the Cousers also
plan to spend time with Chad ’00
and Kim Schweickart Deakyne ’00,
who are serving as missionaries in
Europe. The Cousers will return to
the U.S. on December 28.

Dr. Daniel Estes ’74

Dr. Greg Couser

Continuing Education for Biblical Educators
Dr. Don Grigorenko, assistant
professor of Bible, received his
Ph.D. degree in international
studies from Trinity International
University on May 7, 2004.
Don successfully defended his
dissertation, “The Moral Vision of
the Jharuwarashi Chhetrison,” on
March 26, 2004. Before coming to
Cedarville University in 2001,
Don and his wife, Peggy, served in
the nation of Nepal as missionaries
with The Navigators. His teaching
Dr. Don Grigorenko
includes the spiritual formation
classes in the general education program, courses for
international studies majors, and selected philosophy courses.

Steven Janssen, assistant professor
of Bible, has spent this past year at
Dallas Theological Seminary in
Texas completing his course work
for his Ph.D. Steve teaches Bible
general education courses and
New Testament Greek.

Steven Janssen
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In God’s Hands
by David Branon ’73

Pictured from left to right: Melissa Branon, Todd ’98 and Lisa Branon Spangler ’98, Julie Branon Sharp ’02, Steve Branon, and Dave ’73 and Sue Tuttle Branon ’74
Life was so very good on Saturday, June 1, 2002.
For the second time in four years, our family had gathered at
the Dixon Ministry Center on the Cedarville University campus
to watch our daughter, Julie, shake the hand of Dr. Paul
Dixon ’94H, walk across the platform, and stroll out into the
world as a Cedarville graduate.
After we squeezed into our row at the graduation ceremony,
my wife, Sue (Tuttle) ’74, looked at her family surrounding her
— our 15-year-old son, Steve; our 17-year-old daughter, Melissa;
our married daughter, Lisa Branon Spangler ’98; her husband,
Todd ’98, and Julie’s boyfriend, Ewing Sharp — with a heart of
joy and appreciation. Sue was so very proud of her clan, and so
full of hope for the future.
Together we all listened to Dr. Dixon deliver another of his fine
commencement addresses. He titled his talk, “Our Times are In
God’s Hands.” What a significant truth, we thought, as he sent
out the charge to the graduating seniors. How appropriate for
these seniors to understand that God is in control. Seated with
her family around her, my wife agreed, but consciously thought,
“Yes, but please, Lord, don’t let anything happen to my children.”
After the festivities were over and we were mingling in the
Alumni Hall of the DMC, our family happened to meet up with
Dr. Dixon. Having known him for many years, I felt comfortable
reminding him that we were two-for-two so far — with our two
oldest daughters now holding sheepskins from Cedarville. Add
my diploma from the ’Ville to that total, and that made three of
us with that proud distinction.
Then I introduced Dr. Dixon to my high-school-aged children
Melissa and Steve, and I rather sheepishly mentioned that it
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appeared that Melissa was going to break our streak. I told
Dr. Dixon that Mell had designs on going to college somewhere
where it is warm — preferably Florida. She liked to say that she
wanted to go to a school where she could take her surfboard to
class.
Dr. Dixon smiled and seemed to understand that sometimes
even Cedarville families don’t bat 1.000. After all, our lives are in
God’s hands, not Cedarville’s.
Later that day, other family members gathered with us at a
restaurant in Fairborn. Cousins, nephews, and nieces from as far
away as Tennessee had come to congratulate Julie. It was one big,
proud, celebrating family.
How could we ever have known that this happy Saturday
would be the last time our family would ever — could ever — be
together?
Five days later, our celebration of all that is grand and good in
this life was shattered — altered by an event so life-changing that
it still stuns us today. Just five days after we were so proudly
surrounded by our family — five days after listening to what we
thought were uplifting, challenging words about our lives and
God’s hands, the most unspeakable tragedy smashed our dreams
to pieces.
For Melissa, June 6 was the last day of her junior year of high
school. In the morning, she took her last final exam, a math test.
At home in her room, she had left scattered across the floor the
evidence that she had crammed for that exam the night before.
But thoughts of Algebra II were left far behind as soon as that
test was over, for she and a bunch of her friends from Grand
Rapids Baptist High School (Michigan) took off for the beach.

It was a warm, sunny, brilliant day on June 6, and what better
way for a bunch of sharp, fun-loving Christian girls to celebrate
the freshness of being newly minted high school seniors than to
go to the Lake Michigan beach.
Later in the day, the girls left the beach and headed for the
cottage of a classmate. While there, the family let them ride their
jet skis and made sure the kids had plenty to eat. As always,
Melissa had a grand time. When she was with her many
remarkable friends, life was thoroughly enjoyable. And one other
thing took place when the girls went to the cottage — the boys
joined them, and for Melissa that meant her boyfriend, Jordan,
was there.
Jordan and Melissa were, as some of her friends would say, the
model couple. Jordan treated Melissa like a queen, and Melissa
was the light of Jordan’s life. They were good for each other,
it was clear. They knew how to be good friends in the right way.
As Jordan once told me, “Mr. Branon, Melissa’s not just my
girlfriend, she’s my best friend.”
At 8 p.m., Melissa called home on her cell phone. “I am having
so much fun!” she told her mom. “We went jet-skiing. It was
really cool!” She told her mom that she would be leaving at
9 p.m. to come home. “Be careful,” Sue told her, as moms always
do.
An hour later, Jordan and Melissa climbed into Jordan’s red
Honda for the 35-minute trip back to Grand Rapids. As he
always did — as per my request — he made sure she had her
seatbelt fastened.
At 9:10, Jordan stopped at a stop sign on a country road
leading toward home. He looked to the right, and he looked to
the left. He started across the intersection.
What Jordan did not see, however, was that there was a fifth
road at this junction — a road on which the traffic did not have
to stop. And on this fifth road, another teenage driver was
heading toward her home. Jordan had made it more than
halfway through the intersection when he saw a flash of blue out
of the corner of his eye.
In that flash of time, everything would change for our family.
In that single second on what had been a brilliant late spring day,
darkness flooded our lives. Warmth was replaced by the cold
reality of unrelenting pain. Indeed, in that instant, our precious
daughter’s life was placed forever in God’s hand.
The oncoming car struck Melissa’s side of Jordan’s car, and in
one horrible, grinding moment, she was gone. One second she
was with Jordan — the next, with Jesus.
A celebration of the best things in life — Christian friends, a
good education, the beauty of nature, true love, and a bright
future — had become a nightmare from which we can never
awake. A lifetime of trust in God was tested in ways we could
never imagine. In that tiny speck of time, joy was replaced with
indescribable despair. For the rest of this life, we would have to
go on without our beautiful, precious daughter.
Jordan’s car was demolished in the accident, and he was
airlifted to a Grand Rapids hospital, where his injuries were
treated. He survived the accident physically, but he now wears
the inner scars of a lost friendship and the gnawing guilt of
responsibility.
And for our family, a peaceful night at home awaiting Melissa’s
return was turned into an ongoing fog of sorrow. Beginning with

frightened phone calls from Melissa’s kindred spirit friends who
were afraid something had gone horribly wrong, we slowly began
to grasp the awful reality of death. When the mom of the family
who owned the cottage got on the phone and could only blurt
out the words, “Dave, I’m sorry. I’m so very, very sorry,” I knew
we had passed from life to death. I knew nothing would ever
again be as it was.
We would never watch Melissa play softball or volleyball for
her high school and AAU teams. We would never share another
vacation or even a Sunday meal. We’d never be able to sit and
talk about life and the future. We would never again hear her
pull her ancient Beretta with the fuzzy steering wheel covers and
the zebra-skin seat covers into the driveway, rush through the
door, and shout, “Hey, I’m home.” I would never hear her tell me
that she was stronger than I was. I would never again do throwdowns — a crazy exercise she did for volleyball — with her
again. I would never be able to walk into her sunflowerdecorated bedroom and kiss her lovely face goodnight.
No graduation. No wedding. Nothing.

Suddenly, it was over.
Our shy little girl, who had grown from a tot who feared
everything and everyone into a vibrant young woman who made
sure everyone was accepted, was gone.
Fifteen hundred people at the funeral home paid homage to
this lovely young woman. Twelve hundred mourned with us at
the church the next day. But no one could say anything that
could rescue our broken hearts.
What do you do when it appears that God has made such a
horrible mistake? How can it be that this remarkable Christian
teenager, who brought joy to everyone and who had so much to
offer, had to be taken when so many others are wasting their lives
chasing foolishness and evil?
How do parents, whose lives are so intertwined in helping,
nurturing, guiding, and loving their children, exist when onequarter of their hearts are ripped away?
What does the future hold when it is suddenly slammed shut
by a wall of sadness?
Two years now we have had to wake up to this new reality each
morning. What have we discovered through it all? What have we
learned, and what does it all mean?
First, let us go back to Paul Dixon’s words at Julie’s graduation.
Indeed, in a new and unwanted way, we understand that God is
absolutely sovereign. As parents, we so much wanted to protect
our children, and we did everything we could to keep them from
harm’s way. However good and right those actions are, the truth
remains that Melissa’s life on this earth lasted exactly as long as
God had ordained that it would. In Psalm 139:16, we are
reminded that the days of our lives are pages written in God’s
book. Melissa’s book was so much shorter than we wanted it to
be.
Over the past two years, we have had countless conversations
about God’s sovereignty with many people. It’s a topic that has
captured our attention because we need to know that God’s
activities in our lives are purposeful — that even our child’s
death came from His loving hand. One of the conversations
I had about it was with one of Melissa’s friends, Tara. On that
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unforgettable June 6, Tara had taken Melissa to the beach and
then to the cottage. But she had not, of course, taken her home
because Jordan was there. As Tara and I discussed Melissa, Tara
turned to me and said, “Mr. Branon, I wish I had taken Melissa
home that night.”
I told her, “Tara, if you had taken Melissa home that night, you
would have been in an accident.” Although I do not know that
for certain, I do know that nothing anyone could have done
could have prevented Melissa from leaving us that night. God, in
His mysterious yet majestic plan, appointed Melissa just 17 years,
10 months, and 16 days to live on this earth and prepare for
eternity.
That brings me to the second truth that has become so
important to us as we have walked through this unwanted new
existence without our daughter. Melissa was ready to meet God.
Nothing else Melissa did while she shone so brightly in her brief
life was as important as the moment she trusted Jesus Christ as
Savior.
Less than a year before Melissa’s accident, she had the grand
privilege of traveling with a school group to Spain during
summer vacation to see the culture and to practice Spanish. One
night she and her friend Mandy went back to their hotel room
early and decided to “experience the European culture” by
watching television. While they watched, they saw the story of
three teenagers who died in an accident.
This began a conversation between Mandy and Melissa — a
conversation Mandy related to me after Melissa’s death. As they
discussed the subject of dying, Mandy told me that Melissa said,
“I don’t know why Christians are afraid to die. It just means that
we get to be with God all the time.”
What a perspective for one so young, but who would know
that she was so close to experiencing that grand entrance, to be
in the presence of her Creator and her Lord. In Melissa’s Bible,
on the page of the salvation passage Romans 10:9,10, is this note:
“My name is Melissa, but you can call me Mell!” When I found
that note in her Bible, I took it to be Mell’s note to God.
On June 6, 2002, our great and glorious God welcomed Mell
home, and I’m sure her Savior had these words for her, “Well
done, Mell, good and faithful servant.”
As I mention these two grand truths — God’s comforting
sovereignty and the reassurance of Melissa’s salvation — I must
be honest about one thing. As grand and glorious as those two
things are, they cannot for a moment relieve the gnawing pain
that resides daily in our hearts. While Melissa enjoys heaven’s
glories, our family gatherings are still empty, our photos of
Melissa still stop at age 17, our arms continue to ache to hold her
again. Neither the greatest theological truth nor the warmest
feeling of God’s closeness during our sadness can give us what
our hearts continue to desire.
Perhaps I can best describe the feeling this way. Have you ever
had in your hands something of great value — perhaps a family
heirloom or a fine piece of china — only to have it drop from
your hands and shatter to the floor? Remember how you felt at
that moment? The panic? The loss? The rush of sadness?
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That pain is but a
memory, isn’t it? You’ve
moved past that loss and
on to the rest of life.
To me, that panic and that
loss of the dropped artifact
never goes away. There’s a
panic in our hearts that
does not dissipate. There’s
a loss that weighs heavily
on our souls at all times.
That is why we are
thankful for another
source of strength to
accompany God’s hand of
love, and that is the
Melissa Branon
assistance of the
community of believers. Locally, we have received it in
abundance from the moment our friends heard the tragic news.
And continually we receive notes and e-mails from friends who
are praying for us.
And on a larger scale, we know that the Christian community
cares because of the response I’ve received from the articles I’ve
written about Melissa in Our Daily Bread. Since my first article
on her death appeared in August 2003, I’ve received several
hundred notes, e-mails, and cards from caring people who didn’t
even know us. They’ve sent books and tapes and CDs. They’ve
written poems, painted pictures, and even sent love gifts. And
many fellow bereaved parents have told the painful stories of
their own loss.
That’s how the Christian community works, being God’s hands
to offer hope and help in the time of greatest need.
The day before we sat proudly in that crowded row at the
Dixon Ministry Center to watch Julie graduate, our oldest
daughter Lisa took her siblings (without our knowledge) to a
photographer’s studio for a special session. She, Julie, Melissa,
and Steve wanted to surprise us with a set of professionally done
pictures. Who knew that one special photo in that batch of
pictures would turn out to be what I call “Melissa’s senior
picture.” She would never get to sit for her real senior pictures,
but this photo has become our “graduation” photo of her.
For the rest of our lives, we will recall her as a beautiful, vibrant,
godly 17-year-old girl and celebrate with that photo her own
divinely appointed graduation.
Indeed, Dr. Dixon was right. “Our times are in God’s hands.”
And now, so is our unforgettable daughter Melissa.
Dave Branon ’73 is managing editor of “Sports Spectrum”
magazine. He and his wife, Sue (Tuttle) ’74, live in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Their daughter, Lisa Branon Spangler ’98, and her
husband, Todd ’98, also live in Grand Rapids. Daughter Julie
Branon Sharp ’02 and her husband, Ewing, live in Dallas, Texas.
Son Steve is a senior at Grand Rapids Baptist High School.

Never Let It
Get You Down
By Cessna Catherine Winslow
Pain n. A
somatic
sensation of
acute discomfort.
For Karen
Chrestensen Reno ’74,
pain is something she
knows only too well.
For 13 years, she has
been living in physical
pain. In March of 1991
Karen was diagnosed
with rheumatoid
arthritis (RA). The path
her life has taken since
the diagnosis has been
painful, but Karen has
weathered it gracefully.
Before the arthritis set
in, Karen was an active
military wife, mother of
three busy kids, a quilter, and a teacher. Then she began having
stiff finger pain. Six weeks later her hands were unable to button
clothing, cut food with a knife, or quilt. She had to use cortisone
to reduce inflammation, and for the first eight months, the pain
was almost constant. “The stiffness and pain were
incomprehensible. I was unable to sleep more than an hour or
two at a time,” Karen explained.
Prior to her diagnosis, Karen had no idea what RA was, but
she soon discovered that it is life-changing and moves quickly.
“Aggressive medical treatments were unable to stop the rapid
deterioration,” she said. “I had a hip replaced seven years ago,
tendon and wrist surgeries followed several months later, and
then I had the metatarsals removed on both feet.”
The physical changes from RA have been dramatic, but other
less obvious changes have been serious as well. Depression and
lack of sleep were commonplace for Karen. RA was “instant
aging,” and that affected the entire Reno family. Karen says they
all learned servanthood up close and personal.
Karen has incredible respect for each of her family members.
Karen’s daughter, Rachel ’00, took over many household
responsibilities and proved to be an excellent cook. “Rachel even
did college via the Internet while I was facing multiple surgeries,”
Karen explained. Her son, Joseph ’03, provided emotional
support by sharing favorite books and talking with his mother.

“Joshua ’06 provided
personal security and
laughter detail. He later
became my driver and
logged 15,000 miles his
first six months of
driving!” she
exclaimed. Her
husband, Loren ’70,
has been her constant
companion and
supporter. She said,
“He brought color
back into my life.
He took me to my
favorite dress shop and
asked the saleslady to
help me try on
absolutely lovely
outfits. He took me for
rides in the country,
listened to my heart,
and taught our sons to be gentle gentlemen. He even woke me
up from surgery singing ‘God is Good.’” Through her family’s
experience, Karen now realizes that families and caregivers of
those with pain hurt and need attention, too.
The pain and physical ramifications of RA have changed
Karen’s life in small ways as well as big ways. “It has slowed me
down, and I make fewer quilts,” she expressed. “I can’t wear
wedding rings or clothing that I can’t get myself into. I have to
shop for cars with an eye on joint-saving devices. I use large
pens. Bike riding is out, and gone are my days of marathon
traveling.” Karen also has found that she has an increased need
for sleep.
Even so, Karen is the picture of grace under fire. She weathers
pain like a rose which, though battered in a storm, remains
strong, sharing its ever-present beauty even as dark clouds hover
above. Karen is one of those warm, engaging people you want to
visit with for hours on end. She quipped, “I feel like a ’57 Chevy:
valuable, but really in need of body work!”
There are many things Karen believes the pain of RA has
taught her that she might not have learned otherwise.
Compassion tops the list. “Every person’s pain is real,” she
explained. “Emotional pain seems worse than physical pain,
but both need to be treated.” She added that the loss in
quality of life hurts, too. “It’s not wrong to grieve,” she stated.
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... Karen is the picture of
grace under fire. She
weathers pain like a rose
which, though battered in a
storm, remains strong,
sharing its ever-present
beauty even as dark clouds
hover above.
“This loss is real!” However, she explained that grief should not
include bitterness. “Hanging on to bitterness is like snuggling up
to a poisonous snake. Forgiveness is a gift you give yourself,
including your immune system!” she noted.
Along with these insights, Karen says she has learned that one
of the best ways to deal with pain of any type is to get involved in
the lives of others. Though some days it is hard for Karen to get
up and move about, she loves to talk and laugh with other
people. And though her children are grown and no longer living
at home, Karen keeps in close communication with them. Karen
enjoys talking with Rachel many mornings while her daughter
commutes to work. That is a very special time for both.
“We laugh and talk and just enjoy each other,” Karen shared.
In addition to connecting with others, Karen says it is
important to seek really good medical advice. “Don’t selfdiagnose,” she warned. “Get a second opinion if need be.”
She said support groups are good, but cautioned against letting
them become too big of a focus. Reading has been therapeutic
for her. Researching new technologies, treatments, and medicines
is very helpful. Reading biographies of people she admires has
also been inspiring. The books that have been most helpful to
Karen include Anatomy of an Illness by Norman Cousins and
The Gift of Pain by Philip Yancey and Paul Brand. Karen added
that she cannot overstress the importance of Scripture memory.
“Often there is nothing else to do while waiting for pain meds to
kick in,” she explained. “You can’t take a Bible into an operating
room!”
Finally, Karen added, “It is important to have emotional
money in the bank before problems arise. Some days only my
eyebrows feel terrific and that’s OK.”
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Pain:
Emotionally Speaking
By Dr. Luke Tse
I came across this desperate remark while browsing through a
Web site: “I wish I could say that I believe in Jesus Christ, that He
loves me and cares, but I no longer believe that. From a mother
who is vicious and has wrecked my adoptive family to the death
of my adoptive brother, I no longer believe. I even find myself
wondering if God really exists. I look around at all the Christians
who say that they help people who don’t know how to ask for it,
but they have not even noticed my pain. If God loved or cared
for me, He’d at least help, wouldn’t He? But no help has come!
Why? God doesn’t love me!”
I was struck by this woman’s desperate utterance and intense
cry for help. I agonized profoundly over her acute sense of
loneliness and of my inability to offer any solace to her in that
moment. The depth of her pain troubled me.
Pain. While pain is most commonly associated with a
physical sensation, it is also a subjective feeling of stress or
hurt that can be as uniquely experienced and qualified as each
individual is unique. And, while physical wounds might be
more easily bound and treated, psychological and emotional
injuries could go beyond the reach of medication and be
longer-lasting in their devastating effects than physical scars.
Psychologists and counselors have given much attention to
the grieving process. Because grief is one of the many facets of
pain, the general response to any subjective experience of pain
is similar. The first impulse to a hurtful event or experience is
typically one of shock. At this stage, the response is exhibited
by what is commonly referred to as “fight or flight.” It is the
most immediate reaction to a situation or event, in which
people might either be stunned into action or inaction. Once
the shockwave has passed, a sense of denial — e.g., “this is not
happening” — can overtake the person. When the mind is able
to regain its mental bearing, a feeling of infuriation arises.
Anger is a powerful emotion that can energize a person to do
something about a situation. However, when corrective actions
are thwarted, inadequate, or impossible, anger can quickly
turn to desperation or despair. The course of this
psychological and emotional conflict can be a drawn-out one
in which numerous attempts could be made to remedy a
situation or alleviate a hurt. At some point, anger is transposed
into bargaining, particularly with God (for example, “God,
if you’ll do this, I promise I will …”). Finally, depending upon
a number of variables, an individual can learn to accept the
outcome, adapt to an altered course of living, or give in to
resentment.
Pain exposes humanity’s frailty and fallibility, and a positive
response to pain compels us to seek help while a negative
response to pain can drive us to blame or lash out at others.
We are not good at taking proper care of ourselves and, at

times, we are even the cause of someone else’s agony. It is
arguable whether pain, in itself, does anything good. From a
spiritual standpoint, the presence, and even necessity, of pain
and suffering is recognized: it came, in part, as a punishment for
sin (Genesis 3:16-19), and it is integral to the actions of
forgiveness or remission of sin (Hebrews 9:22). In some settings,
the acceptance of pain is an indispensable part of one’s
occupation or advancement. Intense athletic training and
combat training are two examples that come to mind. Philip
Yancey, in his book Where is God When it Hurts?, effectively
reminded us, as do many physicians, that pain is crucial for the
preservation of life. For example, how would we know to
withdraw from the dangers of fire were it not for the pain alarms
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Pain exposes humanity’s
frailty and fallibility,
and a positive response
to pain compels us to seek
help ...
embedded in our sensory organs? Ideally, of course, we would
not have to feel any pain if we could not be burned.
Unfortunately, that is not our present reality.
When pain enters our lives, we must be as honest about our
feelings when expressing them to God as, for example, was
David. The book of Psalms is rich with David’s emotional
outpourings to God. His intensely candid expressions were part
of his worship, not his lashing out at God.
God presents Himself as the supreme Helper and Healer. But
like the Great Parent that He is, God encourages His children to
learn to help one another as He has helped us. Unfortunately,
when troubles arise, too often we exhibit the same tendencies as
Job’s friends to seek out fault, to question one’s faith, or to
overemphasize justice. It is without a doubt that God could have
changed the world without ever having to step beyond the
throne room of heaven. Yet He chose to come into our existence
and allowed Himself to be physically touched by stained
humanity. Because Jesus completely participated in our
suffering, we are able to understand relief and can have our hope
vividly pinned upon His promise of eternal joy! John Stott said,
“He laid aside His immunity to pain. He entered our world of
flesh and blood, tears and death. He suffered for us. Our
sufferings become more manageable in the light of His”
(The Cross of Christ). Following the example of His Son, Jesus
Christ, God desires for us to not step away from being personally
burdened by another person’s troubles or even to hide our own
sense of inadequacies to respond. As God so entered into our
suffering, we are to enter into one another’s suffering and grow
together in the process.
Until Jesus comes again, our journey in the meantime needs to
be one that is marked by a proactive participation in the burdensharing and mutually-supporting way of life. No one is free from
pain, and we should not be so mistaken as to think that nothing
beyond “God–and-I” can handle everything. If it were so, Jesus
might not have emphasized the importance and similarity of the
second greatest commandment to the first (Matthew 22:35-40).
Rather, we should re-orient ourselves to the same mindset as
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God, “who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us
the ministry of reconciliation” (II Corinthians 5:18). Those who
are spiritual are to restore those in sin in a spirit of gentleness
and to bear another’s burden (Galatians 6:1-2). To “rejoice with
those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn” (Romans
12:15) — such is the shared journey of life.

God presents Himself as the
supreme Helper and Healer.
But like the Great Parent
that He is, God encourages
His children to learn to help
one another as He has
helped us.
Dr. Luke Tse is assistant professor of psychology at Cedarville
University. He was born in Nanjing, China, and lived in Hong
Kong and Singapore before immigrating to the United States at the
age of 18. Prior to coming to Cedarville with his wife, Linda, in
2001, he earned his master of divinity and Ph.D. degrees from New
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and served as a pastor in
Louisiana. Luke also serves as one of the counselors at Christian
Counseling Associates in Huber Heights, Ohio.

That Blessed Hope
By Ed Spencer
How many times have I said, “We never know what a day may
bring forth”? Before early June of 2003, that statement was
purely academic for me. The reality of that statement came when
Dorothy and I sat across from the surgeon who looked at my
dear wife and said, “You have non-Hodgkins aggressive
lymphoma.” At that moment, a host of emotions and thoughts
flooded my heart and mind: disbelief, dismay, confusion … how
can it be? One hears
about this, reads
about it, but when
the doctor says “you”
have lymphoma, it is
no longer academic,
but very personal.
I looked at my dear
wife and she at me,
completely unmoved.
Later in my wife’s
illness, I said, “May
I ask you a difficult
question? How do
you really feel?”
She said, “I am at
peace and have been
ever since the
diagnosis.” This
lightened the burden
somewhat for me.
When the initial
storm passed and the clouds lifted, the peace of God gripped my
mind and heart, giving me the assurance that God is in control
and our lives are in His hands. All testing revealed that the
lymphoma was only in the neck area and treatable. But that hope
was soon dashed as after chemo and radiation, the lymphoma
returned and really never left in spite of many more radiation
treatments. Hopes of recovery faded as I watched her steadily
decline in health and strength. On March 11, 2004 she passed
into the presence of her Lord in the same manner as which she
lived, very quietly and graciously.
Through all of the treatments and side effects, she was a trophy
of God’s grace as she never doubted His plan, never asked
“Why me?”, but only said that God never places more on us than
we can bear. I witnessed the grace of God operate in her life as
He weaned her away from everything of this earth. Often I
looked at all she loved and thought, “This is only ‘stuff ’ in the
light of the glorious future soon to be hers.”
As she thought about glory, I thought about the awful
separation. How do I fill the place of someone so dear to me
after nearly 58 years? Even now when I am among people, I turn
to see where she is, or I think “I must tell Dorothy this, as she

will be interested” or I want to share with her something I
learned.
As special days come — and for me this year they were Easter
and Mother’s Day, days that were special family times — the one
around whom all the attention centered was not here. For our
children and me, Dorothy was always “Mother of the Year.” These
are times that drive me to the precious promises that have
sustained and
comforted my heart
in past days. Some of
these promises are
“… as thy days, so
shall thy strength
be,” and “The eternal
God is thy refuge,
and underneath are
the everlasting
arms …”
(Deut. 33:25b, 33:27a).
God continues to
minister to my
grieving heart not
only through His
Word, but through
many wonderful
friends whom God
has allowed Dorothy
and me to meet and
love through the
years. God has surrounded me with caring, concerned, and
loving friends at the University who continue to remind me of
their prayers. My children live close by and are such a blessing
and encouragement to me when I tell them how much I miss
their mother. They brighten my day with their fond
remembrances of her loving and gracious concern for them.
My grandchildren have always been a delight to me, and I am
looking forward to the wedding of Matthew ’04 in December.
When I feel alone, God sends me an e-mail, a note, a card, a
phone call, or an invitation to dinner from some caring servant.
Daily I marvel at His grace as He enables me to live for His glory.
I think how blessed Dorothy is now, and I have that “blessed
hope” of seeing her and many others. I know that Dorothy
would want me to carry on the wonderful ministry He has given,
so each day I live and move by His wonderful, matchless grace,
looking and listening for the “shout” from Heaven and “the
trump of God … so shall we ever be with the Lord” (I Thess.
4:16-17).
Ed Spencer has been teaching at Cedarville University since 1962.
A professor of English, he is a beloved faculty member.
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Standing By
By Paula Kordic

fulfill many of our dreams with a secure job, three healthy babies,
and a beautiful home of our own. Together we weathered the
everyday storms of life without undue interruption to our world.
Then cancer came.
One by one and with no particular fanfare, classic cancer
It’s probably safe to say that every young, starry-eyed bride and symptoms crept into Mark’s daily routine: extreme fatigue, flugroom dream the same dreams. They anticipate a bright, hopelike symptoms, unexplained weight loss, itching (the
filled future in which they will laugh, love, and have healthy
unmistakable indicator of lymphoma), and then the tell-tale
babies. Most repeat some rendition of classic wedding vows in a
cough caused by a 10-centimeter mass growing in Mark’s chest.
public ceremony promising to remain true “… for better or for
On December 13, 2001, we began a journey that up until that
worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health ...”. Twenty- time we had only painfully observed — that of one spouse
two years after I declared this same solemn promise, the depth of becoming seriously ill while the other spouse becomes caretaker,
its meaning finally dawned.
decision-maker, and juggler of all things domestic.
At age 21, Mark was my handsome prince who fulfilled all my
The first year of Mark’s treatments was basically standard
childhood dreams. Standing a full foot taller than me, he was my cancer care, including six months of chemotherapy followed by
strong protector with enough drive and energy to hurdle any
36 radiation treatments. He endured all the nasty side effects and
barrier that threatened our happiness. We married and saw God
then some. Incredible support from family and friends along with
Mark Kordic ’87 is a development officer at Cedarville University,
while his wife, Paula, is administrative assistant to Cedarville’s vice
president for development. Here Paula shares about a recent painful
experience in their lives.
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a hefty dose of God’s grace carried us to November 2002, when a
scan revealed the cancer was spreading. Our conversation around
the dinner table now included a new phrase: autologous stem
cell transplant.
After 20 years of marriage, we anticipated taking quiet
weekend getaways to unwind from the hectic pace of all that
laughing, loving, and raising of teenagers. Starting with the first
weekend of January 2003, we had many weekend getaways alone
— well, kind of. We found ourselves at the James Cancer
Hospital at The Ohio State University for three-day weekends of
chemotherapy aimed at
keeping Mark in remission
while we waited for the
transplant. God Himself
was making our
reservations.
As these months
progressed, I helplessly
stood by as my strong,
handsome prince was
weakened first by the
disease, then by the cure.
Some things came on
gradually, while others
jumped up to slap me in
the face. Lack of strength
and stamina increased
steadily from the
beginning. Then there was
the moment when a goodnight hug in the dark
shocked me with the
relative smallness of this
frame that had always been
my strong tower. In the
daylight I noticed the
familiar contour of healthy
muscles in Mark’s arms
and legs had slipped away.
I ached for the one I loved.
It was during this time
that I read Psalm 6:1-3 and
was amazed again by the
relevance of Scripture.
These verses could have been written by a chemotherapy patient:
“O Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger or discipline me in
your wrath. Be merciful to me, Lord, for I am faint; O Lord, heal
me, for my bones are in agony. My soul is in anguish. How long,
O Lord, how long?” Multiple shots of neupagen to stimulate
bone marrow production caused Mark’s bones to ache. After a
year and a half of treatment, we were facing the most intense
battle of all: the stem cell transplant. Our hearts echoed the
words of the Psalmist, “How long, O Lord, how long?”
On April 23, 2003, Mark was admitted to the bone marrow
unit at the Cleveland Clinic. I journaled through my fears and
emotions on that first day: “So here we are, traveling together on
this journey, inseparable. I’ve noticed many times that we use the

plural pronouns ‘we’ or ‘us’ when referring to something that
Mark alone will endure. That’s the wonder of marriage as God
designed it. It’s that unexplainable ‘oneness’ between us that
somehow enables us to carry each other during difficult hours.
Still, there’s a sense in which we each walk alone except for the
unchanging, unquestionable presence of God along this road.
Sometimes, there’s an unmistakable dividing line across which
neither of us can venture. I can’t enter into Mark’s experiences of
anxiety, weakness, or feelings of uselessness. He can’t know how
weary I get or my fear of losing him. For the last 17 months,
we’ve experienced a bit of
a role reversal that must
be tough for him. I get up
every day and go to work;
he sleeps in and spends
much time home alone.
At every step and in every
emotion, God gently
meets us, cradles us, and
prods us on.”
One year after the
transplant Mark is still in
remission, and we praise
God for the incredible
journeys of life. Our
journey of marriage
which began on July 3,
1982 has taken a detour
through the valleys and
deep canyons of cancer.
Along the way I have
watched my husband
maintain a cheerful and
kind spirit while fighting
overwhelming nausea and
pain. He continues to
push himself to make
memories with our
children when energy is
nowhere in sight. He
testifies to God’s
goodness, grace, and
provision to all who
observe his trial. Perhaps
most poignant to me are his selfless efforts to help meet the
challenges of a busy family life with two working parents.
Each day Mark courageously deals with side effects resulting
from his treatments. Stamina and energy are precious
commodities that are hard to come by. Especially debilitating is
the neuropathy that causes intense pain in his feet. Although he
may never rebound to the pace of life he so voraciously lived at
41 years of age, he is still my handsome prince and my strong
tower. And those wedding vows? We will continue to love and to
cherish, to have and to hold each other in sickness and in health,
until death us do part.

So here we are, traveling together on this
journey, inseparable. I’ve noticed many

times that we use the plural pronouns ‘we’
or ‘us’ when referring to something that

Mark alone will endure. That’s the wonder
of marriage as God designed it. It’s that
unexplainable ‘oneness’ between us that
somehow enables us to carry each other

during difficult hours. Still, there’s a sense

in which we each walk alone except for the
unchanging, unquestionable presence of
God along this road.
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Alumni Events

March 15 - Canton, Ohio

Upcoming
Alumni Events

April 24 - Dallas, Texas

Calendar of
Campus Events
July 5-9

July 19-23

Girls Volleyball Camp

July 8-10

Boys and Girls
Soccer Day Camp

Summer Previews

July 19-23

July 12-16

Nursing Camp

July 23-24

July 29

Boys and Girls
Basketball Day Camp

Pure Freedom Conference

Spokane, Washington

July 12-16

July 23-25

August 14

LiFT Youth Camp

Equip Youth Camp

July 13-August 5

August 20-22

Summer Session II

Getting Started Weekend

July 18-22

August 23-26

Boys Basketball Camp

Fall Bible Conference

June 30
GARBC Conference
Chicago, Illinois

July 13
Des Moines, Iowa

Millersburg, Ohio
at Skyview Ranch

August 14
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

August 30
Louisville, Kentucky

August 25
Instruction Begins

More summer events coming! Check “Alumni Events” at www.cedarville.edu/alumni.
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Alumnotes
40s
Marge Bodwell ’42 is the owner of the McDonald
Stone Quarry Homestead in Xenia, Ohio. The homestead
was recently honored by the First Families of Ohio and
AgriCountry in part for its historical significance.
Stone from the homestead’s quarry was used in the
construction of the Washington Monument
in Washington, D.C.

50s
Martha Hall Rose ’53 would like to thank her
classmates for their prayers and support after the
homegoing of her husband, Harry, on May 16, 2003.
Roy Shelpman ’57
and Ruth Yost ’59
were married on
December 6, 2003
in Haiti. The couple
plans to return to
Haiti after they raise
additional support.
Bob ’59 and Esther
Stutesman Howder ’62 enjoyed their furlough and
were thankful for God’s presence with them. They are
thankful for their many faithful supporters that make it
possible for them to serve in Singapore. During their
furlough, Bob developed a health condition that requires
medication. Please pray that while in Singapore they will
find the right doctors to correctly treat his condition.

60s
Irene Benson ’63 enjoyed her furlough and is glad to
be back in Brazil among the Waiwai Indians. Irene is
excited to be working with two Brazilian young ladies
who will be helping the Waiwai teachers complete
training so that one day they can manage their own
school.
John ’64 and Judy Marcellus Bigelow ’67 send
their greetings from southeast Alaska and praise God for
the way he has blessed their church with new teen
converts. They are seeking God’s timing on the sale of
four acres of land. This sale would allow them to pay off
the debt on their new property.
Robert Reynolds ’64 is a bass II
singer with the Houston Symphony
Chorus in Texas and is also a
member of the director’s round
table. Participation in the 180member chorus is by audition only,
and the group sings great choral
masterworks led by the world’s
leading conductors. The chorus performs regularly with
the Houston Symphony, Exxon Pops Orchestra, and the
Orquesta Sinfonica de Mineria of Mexico City. They have
also toured Europe twice. Since his time at Cedarville,
Bob has served 11 years in Christian radio and has been
director of music and Christian education in several
churches. Bob owns a swimming pool construction
company and lives in Houston, Texas with his family.
Grace Trimble Kintner ’67 and her husband, David,
express their joy in how the Lord has been working in
their Brazilian church. Many of their ministries are
flourishing, and the people involved are allowing their
hearts to be touched by God.

Robert King ’69 has turned many years of community
theatre experience into a professional career. He is now
performing in The Wizard of Oz at Wohlfahrt Haus
Dinner Theatre and has also signed a contract for Fiddler
on the Roof. His wife, Shirley (French) ’69, is a
training specialist for defense programs at the
Westinghouse Savannah River Site. They reside in Aiken,
South Carolina.

70s
Connie Endicott ’70 and John Hendershot were
married June 5, 2004 at Valley Baptist Church in
Winslow, Arizona.
Linda Betts Duffield ’72 and her husband, Ken,
continue to ask for prayer concerning their health issues.
Ken is currently second on the kidney transplant list for
his blood group in San Antonio. Pray that they will wait
upon the Lord for His awesome timing. They were thrilled
to get approval to travel to Mexico for a few days at the
beginning of the year for film and preaching services.
It was a blessing to be with Mexican friends again.
Paul Beck ’76 and his wife, Becky, are very busy with
all the activities at Faith Academy in the Philippines. With
the Academy short on staff, Paul has had to teach all the
physical education classes and also take on many more
classes.
Patty Neely Zemmer ’76 and her husband, David,
are currently on furlough from Brazil. They have had
many blessings this past year at their church, including
the calling of a new pastor. He has developed a soccer
ministry that has opened up relationships with Catholic
families.
Marty ’78 and Denise Gawthrop Shaw ’78 will be
ending their furlough this summer and returning to
Japan. They were thankful to share special time with
their children, Alison and Aaron, over Christmas.

80s
Ruth Yocom ’80 enjoyed the spiritual life conference
that was held in Bangladesh in January 2004. This was a
spiritually enriching time for the field workers as they
heard sermons from the book of Joshua.
Debbie Meyer Burget ’81 and her husband, Craig,
covet the prayers of friends and family as her two
daughters are serving in the Army National Guard in
Iraq. Kristina serves as a combat medic specialist, while
daughter Kira serves as a dental technician.
Nancy Hall DeValve ’81 and her husband, John, are
excited to report that a site has been found for the
church building in Tera, West Africa. They look forward to
starting construction, and they pray that the necessary
funds come so that they can complete the project in a
timely manner.
David ’81 and Carol Sue Cox Merkh ’82 started
their furlough this summer from Brazil. They look
forward to renewing ties with family, friends, and
churches. They are thankful for how the ministries at the
Word of Life Seminary in Brazil are flourishing.
John Foreman ’83 received his doctorate in curriculum
and instruction from Trinity Theological Seminary in
May 2003. He and his wife, Kathy (Ormsbee) ’83,
serve the Lord at Mesilla Valley Christian Schools in Las
Cruces, New Mexico. John also teaches education classes
part-time on the university level.
Carolyn Bitner ’84 and her husband, Peter,
experienced the death of a close friend who had left the

Muslim culture in order to follow Christ. This death
motivates them to keep sharing the Good News and to
keep training others to do the same, so that more
Muslims may discover the way to Christ.
Becki Payton Konuch ’84 and her husband, Tim,
have been called to help a church near London, England.
They are excited that a church building already exists,
located on the main street in the city center. They desire
to make the church a vibrant testimony in the community
once again.
Aaron ’85 and Annegret Gross Bowes ’87 have
seen evangelistic efforts bring forth fruit in East Berlin.
They are thankful for God’s work in their lives, as well as
in the lives of others.
Ben ’86 and Jane Adams Smith ’84 request your
prayers. In May, Jane was diagnosed with stage 4
melanoma, which has spread throughout her body. She is
currently undergoing chemotherapy. The family is
praying that God would miraculously remove this cancer
from her body. Jane praises God for His goodness and is
overwhelmed with love and support from friends! Ben
and Jane have two sons, Nick (9) and Shane (8).
Sandy Pratt
Hayward ’86
and her husband,
Brad, announce
the birth of
Natalie Abigail on
December 12,
2003. This is their
first child through
adoption, and it was a joyous occasion when they
brought her home on December 14, 2003. They reside in
Dayton, Ohio.
Pete Wright ’86 and his wife, Sonya, have settled in
Knoxville, Tennessee, to finish out their furlough from
Chile. In January, Pete had the privilege to return to
Cedarville University for the Missions Conference. He had
the opportunity to share with electronic media majors
how they can use their skills on the mission field.
Janet
Wittekind
Partlow ’87
and her husband,
Scott, announce
the birth of
Connor on
November 12,
2000. He was
welcomed home by his siblings, Ryan (10), Megan (7),
and Nicole (5). They reside in Las Vegas, Nevada. Scott is
the comptroller for D.R. Horton, and Janet enjoys homeschooling the children.
Dave ’87 and Valerie Hite Smallman ’85
celebrated the second anniversary of their church in
Brazil. They rejoice over the blessings God has given
them in the past two years. Just recently, a young man
and a woman gave their lives to Christ.
Jill Slayton Puett ’88 and her husband, Stephen, are
thankful for the opportunity they had to present an
Easter program in a primary school in Guyana, South
America. They pray that the program will spark questions
in some of the attendees. Jill and Stephen have been
blessed with many discipleship opportunities lately. They
are thankful for how God has brought these people into
their lives.
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Steve ’89 and
Sherri Hannay
Gerhardt ’88
reside in Lansing,
Michigan, where
Steve continues to
enjoy being a
stay-at-home dad
and Sherri is a
physician’s assistant in a neonatal intensive care unit.
They enjoy their three boys, Daniel (8), Ryan (7), and
Joshua (4).
Pam Conrad Gould ’89 and her husband, David,
announce the birth of Kenton Raymond on March 1,
2003. Kenton joins his siblings, Kaitlyn (11), Kyle (11),
and Kurtis (4), at home in Pickerington, Ohio.

Heaven is A Place on Earth
Michael Wittmer ’89
has written a new book
celebrating the Christian
worldview. Heaven is a Place
on Earth: Why Everything
You Do Matters to God
explains how the biblical
story of creation, the fall,
and redemption liberates
ordinary believers to thrive
in their everyday lives.
Mike explained, “Many Christians mistakenly believe
that this world is not their home, this life is not what
really matters, and only spiritual things last forever.
Unfortunately, these pious beliefs have more in common
with the pagan thought of Plato than with the Christian
Scriptures.”
He continued, “Jesus Christ did not come to this
planet to turn us into angels who would live forever in
heaven, but to free us to flourish in every aspect of our
human existence. Whether you’re playing ball, fixing
dinner, going to work, or watching a movie, it all
matters. This book will show you how.”
Published by Zondervan, the book was released in
April 2004. Complete with discussion questions and case
studies, it’s excellent for small groups.
“While I did not write this with Rick Warren’s book in
mind, I think that my book could be considered a sequel
to The Purpose-Driven Life,” Mike noted. “Warren’s book
addresses the meaning of the Christian life; mine
explores the broader meaning of our human lives —
the value of the many normal things we do — not
because we are Christian, but primarily because we are
human. So I am hoping that many readers who enjoyed
Warren’s book will move on to mine, where they will
learn even more about the purpose of their lives.”
Mike serves as associate professor of systematic and
historical theology at Grand Rapids Theological Seminary
in Michigan. He and his wife, Julie, have three children:
Avery (5), Landon (3), and Alayna (1).
For more information about Mike’s book, visit his
Web site at www.heavenisaplaceonearth.com. You may
contact Mike at mwittmer@cornerstone.edu or
call him at 616-874-1496.
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John Krueger ’89
and his wife,
Ginny, announce
the birth of
Reagan Danielle
on January 3,
2004. She was
welcomed home
by her sister,
Jordan (7), and brother, Ethan (2), in Austin, Texas. John
is a public affairs consultant to SBC Texas, and Ginny is
the CEO of Alliance Association Management. They are
active members of Lake Hills Church.
Cathy Anderson Little ’89 is touring and recording
with the music group Mosaic as their primary acoustic
guitarist. The group currently has a CD and is due to
release another in the fall of 2004. This will include a
song that Cathy wrote, as well as Cathy on background
vocals and guitar. For more information, or to order a
CD, visit http://www.beyondmeproductions.com/
aboutmosaic3.html. Cathy and her husband, Tom, live in
Marietta, Georgia and are both actively involved on the
worship team at The Marietta Vineyard Church.

90s
Andy ’90 and Meredith
Clements Bidlen ’92
announce the birth of Macy
Anne on February 9, 2003.
She was welcomed home by
her siblings, Andrew (9),
Mallory (6), and Audra (3),
in North Royalton, Ohio.

Dawn Smith
Monzon ’90
received her
master of
elementary
education degree
on December 15,
2003 from the
University of
Alabama. She is now pursuing another master’s degree in
the area of educational leadership. Dawn and her
husband, Juan, are missionaries in Paraguay, South
America, and have three children, Wesley (10),
Ashley (9), and Jessica (6).
Kelly Fath ’91 continues to prepare for his departure
to Romania this fall. He is thankful for the way the
Lord has blessed him during his time of deputation.
He thoroughly enjoyed his extended academic teaching
experience at the Church Ministries Institute in Ukraine
last year.
Mendy Bradds Holtz ’92 received the Greeneview
High School (Ohio) Golden Apple Award for April 2004.
A health and physical education teacher at Greeneview,
Mendy was nominated for her positive attitude, caring
concern, and desire to make her classes interesting.
She is also active as the junior class advisor and the
7th grade volleyball coach. Mendy resides in Xenia, Ohio.

Laura Farnsworth
McQuaid ’92 and her
husband, Shawn, announce
the birth of Erin Kate on
May 21, 2003. She joins
big brother Cole (3) at
home in Cross Junction,
Virginia. Shawn is a
corrections officer, and
Laura enjoys staying home
with the kids and working
per diem as a labor and
delivery nurse and childbirth instructor.
Matt Gilson ’93 and his wife, Jennifer, announce the
birth of Benjamin Matthew. He was born October 6, 2003
and joins his sister, Rachel, at home in Loveland, Ohio.
Karla Warnken
Himka ’93 and her
husband, John, announce
the birth of Leah Marie on
November 20, 2003.
Big brothers Ethan (6) and
Stephen (3) awaited her
arrival in Factoryville,
Pennsylvania.
Paul McGrady ’93 is
now a digital brands
partner at Ladas & Parry in
Chicago, Illinois.
Susan Lancaster Stollings ’93 and her husband,
Charles, announce the birth of Stephanie Marie on
June 25, 2003. She joins her brother, Andrew (3), at
home in Spencer, Ohio.
Todd ’94 and Kari
Beres Carter ’96
announce the birth of
Camden Beres on April 16,
2003. He joins his brother,
Colin Todd (3), in Troy,
Ohio. Todd is the senior
media producer at
Ginghamsburg Church in
Tipp City, and Kari tutors
Japanese students while
also being a mom.
Brian ’94 and Traci Emes
Good ’95 announce the birth
of Bryn Renee on February 24,
2004. Big brother Bryce
welcomed her home in
Cincinnati, Ohio.
Sena Lund
Nunley ’94
and her
husband, Tim, announce the birth
of Janae Joy. She was born
September 14, 2002 and joins her
brothers, Braden (2) and
Bradley (1), in Palmer, Alaska.
Joe Slavens ’94
and his wife, Broni,
were married
December 20,
2003. Joe is a
residence director
with Multnomah
Bible College in
Portland, Oregon.

Tim Woodward ’94
and his wife, Laura,
announce the birth of
Tirzah Joy on
January 23, 2003. She
joins her three brothers,
Titus (6), Abraham (4),
and Jaden (2), in Terre
Haute, Indiana. Tim is an engineer, and Laura homeschools the children.
Brad ’95 and
Jill Aumsbaugh
Graham ’96 announce
the birth of Carson Warner
on June 24, 2003. They
live in Columbus, Ohio,
where Brad is an
investment advisor for AG
Edwards and Sons, and Jill
stays home with Carson.
Stephanie Kirchoff
Hirth ’95 and her
husband, Aaron,
announce the birth of
Abbigail Jean on
December 5, 2003.
Her brother, Drue (2),
welcomed Abbie home in
Houston, Texas. Aaron is
a mechanical HVAC sales/project manager, and Stephanie
is a stay-at-home mom.
Keith ’95 and
Debbie Perkins
Hurt ’94
announce the birth
of Sydney Noelle on
January 21, 2004.
Big sisters Anna (4)
and Emily (2)
awaited her arrival
in Reynoldsburg, Ohio. Keith works with adults with
disabilities, and Debbie stays at home with the girls. They
are both involved with the junior high youth group at
their church.
Craig ’95 and Stacey
Wires Klotzbach ’95
announce the birth of
Brycen Paul. He was born
April 25, 2003 and joins
his siblings, Kaylie (4) and
Carter (3), at home in
Bristolville, Ohio. Craig is a
biology teacher, and Stacey
stays home with the
children.
Jeff ’95 and Kendra Krick
Miller ’99 announce the birth
of Regan Paige on October 2,
2003. She joins her sisters,
Devon (2) and Samantha (1),
at home in McKinney, Texas.
Tom ’95 and Ruth Hamilton
Palmer ’95 announce the birth of
Jenna Marie on October 7, 2003. Her
sister, Mackenzie, awaited her arrival
in Ft. Wayne, Indiana. Tom received his

master’s degree from Indiana Wesleyan University in
April 2004. He works at International Trucks. Ruth stays
at home with the girls.
Aaron Stark ’95 and
Christina Baley ’97 were
married August 30, 2003 in
Erie, Pennsylvania. Aaron
received his master’s degree
from the University of New
Hampshire and is an
electrical engineer for BAE
Systems. Before they were
married, Christina taught
history at a Christian school
in Newport News, Virginia. Currently, they reside in
Nashua, New Hampshire and are involved in their local
church.
Jim ’96 and Karen Ware Blumenstock ’96 started
their first term of missionary service in Singapore with
the Association of Baptists for World Evangelism in
January 2004. In conjunction with Grand Rapids
Seminary and Asia Baptist Theological Seminary, Jim will
provide graduate level education for church leaders
throughout Asia. Karen will be helping in the office as
the staff directs the program’s financial matters,
maintains student records, and orders textbooks. They
will be working with Bob ’59 and Esther Stutesman
Howder ’62 and Norm ’67 and Louise Stutesman
Barnard ’67.
Seth ’96 and Judy
Volante Johnson ’96
reside in Manchester,
Connecticut, where Seth is
the pastor at Faith Baptist
Church. They have four
children, Corbin, Lucas,
Riley, and Gabriel.

LaRae Martin ’96 and
Bruce Keyes were married
in August 2003 and reside
in Colorado Springs,
Colorado. LaRae has been
an event planner for four
years, and Bruce is a
contractor specializing in
home renovations.
Jeff ’96 and Tiffany
Trimble Nelson ’95 are
amazed at how God
continues to bless their family and ministry in Rio
Branco, Brazil. Their ministry with street children has
grown tremendously, and they are thankful for the state
funding which has provided salaries for staff members.
Monty ’96 and Melanie
Fraley Orcutt ’96
announce the births of
their two children.
Mackenzie (Mac) David
was born June 22, 2002,
and Makenna Autumn was
born November 23, 2003.
Monty works for a roofing
contractor in sales, and
Melanie is a stay-at-home
mom after teaching for six
years. They reside in Waynesville, Ohio.

Joanna Snowden Gage ’97 and her husband, Eric,
announce the birth of Alexa Grace on December 29,
2003. They reside in Waynesville, Ohio.
Daniel ’97 and
Rebecca
Kniowski
Graham ’99
announce the
birth of Juliana
Emilie on
September 11,
2003. Big
brothers Benjamin (3) and Josiah (2) awaited her arrival
in Cato, New York. Daniel is a product engineer at
Syroco.
Sarah Holesovsky ’97 took a two-week vision trip to
Asia in February 2004. She visited Myanmar and
Thailand to see if there were any ministry needs she
could fulfill there once her deputation is complete.
Melissa Sprankle
Rice ’97 and her
husband, Daniel, announce
the birth of Jayden Daniel,
born on October 13, 2003.
The Rice family resides in
Ephrata, Pennsylvania.

Megan McMacken
Rock ’97 and her husband,
John, announce the birth of
Sela Joy on February 15,
2004. John graduated with
a biblical studies degree
from Rochester College in
December 2003. He and
Megan are serving as
volunteers providing
pastoral care and Sunday
morning worship services to
nursing home residents through a new ministry.
They reside in Armada, Michigan.
Renee Tuinstra
Trexler ’97 and
her husband,
Mike, announce
the birth of
Hannah Ruth on
December 10,
2003. She joins
her brother,
Nathaniel (2), at home in Kalamazoo, Michigan. They
moved to Michigan in July 2003, when Mike separated
from the Air Force and took a job as a hospitalist at
Borgess Hospital. Renee enjoys staying home with the
children.
Brian ’97 and Laura
Refior White ’98
announce the birth of Karis
Marie on January 17, 2003.
They reside in Chesapeake,
Virginia, where Brian is an
assistant principal and
director of discipleship for
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Greenbrier Christian Academy. Laura recently left her
teaching position to be home with Karis.
Julie Wires Clark ’98
and her husband, Matthew,
announce the birth of
Braden Michael on
January 8, 2003.
Madison (2) awaited his
arrival. Matthew is an
electrical engineer at Delphi
in Warren, Ohio, and Julie
stays home with the
children.
Greg ’98 and Gina
Hutley Dyson ’98 serve as the executive directors for
the Lion’s Den Youth Outreach Center in Springfield,
Massachusetts. The center is designed to meet the needs
of those who would never walk into a church. It gives
them a safe place to hang out, eat, talk, and see that
someone cares.
Dusty ’98 and Megan
Stevens Hill ’98 have
three children: Macy (5),
Austin (3), and Cade (9
months). They are excited
to announce Dusty’s
position as an All-State
insurance agent in
Coshocton, Ohio. Megan is
coaching varsity track at
River View High School in
Warsaw, Ohio.
Carla Salvaggio ’98 and
Mark Hillis were married
July 19, 2003 in Norfolk,
Virginia. Carla has taught
six years at Greenbrier
Christian Academy and has
also coached basketball and
volleyball. Mark currently
teaches 11th grade Bible
doctrines and business at
Greenbrier and also coaches girls’ soccer. They reside in
Virginia Beach, Virginia.
Jamie Weiss ’98
and Art Gabbard
were married
August 7, 2003.
They were recently
transferred to
Germany with the
Army. Art is serving
in Iraq, and Jamie is keeping busy with church groups
and Army ministries.
BJ Bechtel ’99 and
Shanna Niezwaag were
married May 15, 2004.
BJ is the center manager at
the Inner City Impact
organization in Chicago,
Illinois.
Erin French ’99 and Rodney Hyatt were married
June 7, 2003 in Duck, North Carolina. Erin is a software
buyer for Circuit City Corporation, and Rodney is a
regional project manager with Ace Hardware. They reside
in Midlothian, Virginia.
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Greg ’99 and Trisha
Johnson Larson ’99
announce the birth of Elise
Catherine on November 15,
2003. She joins her sister,
Maryn (2), in Rockford,
Michigan, and they attend
West Cannon Baptist
Church.

Ben Peterson ’99 and
his wife, Tracy, announce
the birth of Abigail Suzanne
on July 20, 2003. Ben is a
marketing consultant for
VantagePoint, and Tracy
stays busy at home with
Abby. They are members of
Southside Fellowship and
enjoy spending time with
many other Cedarville
alums in Greenville, South
Carolina.
Raymond
“Lee”
Reinhard ’99
and his wife,
Courtney,
announce the
birth of Garrett
Lee on
January 17,
2002. He joins his brothers, Andrew and Tyler, at home
in DeGraff, Ohio.
Erin Stuenzi
Runkles ’99 and her
husband, Heath, announce
the birth of Ethan James on
October 21, 2003. They
reside in Mount Airy,
Maryland.

Allison Justice
Thompson ’99 and
her husband, Chris,
announce the birth of
Angelina Renee on
May 16, 2003. Chris
is a locomotive
mechanic and is going
back to school to
study nursing. The Thompsons reside in Clarkville,
Tennessee and are expecting another baby in August.
Bill Woods ’99 and
Molly Rexford ’01
were married
November 22, 2003 at
The Homestead Resort in
Hot Springs, Virginia.
They reside in Ligonier,
Pennsylvania, where they
both work at Maple
Mountain Industries.

2000s
Kyle ’00 and Heather Tyson Kickbusch ’00
celebrated their one-year anniversary on May 24, 2004.
They reside in Sylvania, Ohio.
Jason Overturf '00
and Clairice “Reese”
Erdner were married
September 21,
2002 at Greenwood
Baptist Church in
Thomasville, North
Carolina. Several
Cedarville alumni and staff participated in and attended
the wedding. After a two-week honeymoon featuring
stays in Orlando, Savannah, and Charleston, the couple
returned to their home in Morrisville, North Carolina,
near Raleigh-Durham. Jason is an account representative
for a worldwide supply-chain company, and Reese is a
paraplanner/broker's assistant for a financial planning
firm.
Teresa
Burchfield ’01 and
Jason May were married
March 1, 2003. Teresa is
a neonatal nurse, and
Jason is pursuing a
physician’s assistant
degree. They reside in
Spring Lake, Michigan.
Rachelle Denton ’01 and
Aaron Anderson were married
July 26, 2003 in Dover, Florida.
Rachelle works at Progressive
Insurance, and Aaron is
finishing up his master’s degree
in mathematics at the
University of South Florida.
They reside in Brandon, Florida.

Alumna Named Local
Teacher of the Year

Dan Dodds, principal of Mad River Middle School, Suzy
Bosworth Stoll ’01, and Dwight Smith, general manager of
the Beavercreek Wal-Mart

On National Teachers’ Day (May 4, 2004), Wal-Mart
named Suzy Bosworth Stoll ’01 the Wal-Mart
Teacher of the Year for the Beavercreek, Ohio area. Suzy
was nominated for the award by one of her students at
Mad River Middle School, where she teaches math, social
studies, and reading. Suzy received a $1,000 grant for
her classroom and is now eligible for the state-level WalMart Teacher of the Year Award.
Suzy resides in Dayton with her husband, Josh. She
may be reached at sstoll@madriver.k12.oh.us.

Joel ’01 and
Carla Clevenger
Shank ’01
announce the
birth of Ally Jo on
January 11,
2004. They reside
in Dallas, Texas,
where Joel is
attending Dallas Theological Seminary and Carla is a
part-time preschool teacher.
Brian ’01 and Codi
Edgington Strong ’01
announce the birth of
Logan David on
October 10, 2003. Brian
is an actuary for Conseco
Insurance, and Codi stays
at home in Indianapolis,
Indiana.
Ken Mansfield ’02 and
Sherri DeWitt ’01 were
married September 28,
2002 in Maine. They
reside in Finger Lakes,
New York.

Matthew
Peeler ’02 and
Sarah Daniels ’03
were married June 7,
2003 at Fellowship
Baptist Church in
Mount Laurel, New
Jersey. Matt works in
information
technology for GE TIP/ModSpace, and Sarah works in
human resources for Tyco, International. They reside in
Collegeville, Pennsylvania.
Steve Zarrilli ’02 and
his wife, Katie, were
married September 20,
2003. Steve is the middle
school pastor at Woodside
Bible Church in Troy,
Michigan. He is currently in
graduate school at
Michigan Theological
Seminary and is working
towards his master of
divinity degree.
Ben Borich ’03 and
Sarah Bartlett ’02 were
married January 3, 2004
at First Presbyterian Church
in Yellow Springs, Ohio.
They enjoyed a honeymoon
in Jamaica and have made
their home in Columbus,
Ohio. Ben is a personal
banker, and Sarah is a
writer.

Jeffery Ganong ’03
and Jewel Alley ’02
were married August 30,
2003 in Lisbon Falls,
Maine. Jeff is an
electrician apprentice at
Bath Iron Works and is
assistant coach at Lisbon
Falls Christian Academy.
Jewel is a registered nurse
working on the cardiac
floor at Maine Medical
Center. They reside in Lisbon Falls.
Bryan Overturf '03 and
Emily Steelman were
married on May 24, 2003
at Benham's Grove in
Dayton, Ohio. Numerous
Cedarville alumni presided
over, participated in, and
attended the wedding.
After a honeymoon cruise
in the Caribbean, the
couple returned to their
home in Dayton. Bryan is a
sales representative for a local automotive firm, and
Emily is a senior at the University of Dayton and a
customer service representative for a photographic firm.
Daniel Overturf '03 and
Jennifer Ashley
House '03 were married
on June 28, 2003 at
West Chester Presbyterian
Church in West Chester,
Ohio. Several Cedarville
alumni participated in and
attended the wedding.
After a honeymoon visit to
Chicago, the couple
returned to their home in
Dayton. Daniel is a customer service representative for a
local bank, and Jennifer is office manager for a local
benefits broker.

In Memory Of
Walter Linton ’35 went home to be with the Lord on
February 23, 2004. We extend our deepest sympathy to
his family.
Harry Sinks ’38 has gone home to be with the Lord.
We offer our condolences to his wife, Harriet.
Matilda Blanton Anderson ’54 went home to be
with the Lord on April 18, 2003. We extend our deepest
sympathy to her family.
James Shaw ’55 went home to be with the Lord on
May 19, 2003 in Cherry Hill, North Carolina. For the past
35 years, he had been the director of international
Christian relief for the International Council of Christian
Churches and enjoyed great blessings in this
humanitarian relief work. We extend our condolences to
his family.
Ray Reiner ’59 went home to be with the Lord in
March 2004 following a struggle with Lou Gehrig’s
Disease. We extend our condolences to his wife, Jan
(Van Horn) ’66, and sons Dan ’95 and Jeff ’96.
Ray and Jan had been serving as missionaries in Brazil.
Tammy Storm Edwards ’88 graduated to glory on
May 31, 2004 following a short battle with cancer.
Our sympathy goes out to her family, including her

Working at the Olympics
Working at the Olympics
has become somewhat “old
hat” for Kara Syversen ’03.
In August she will travel to
Athens, Greece, to work at the
2004 Summer Olympics. This
will be the third time the
former global economics and
international business major
has served Sports Illustrated
(SI) as an Olympic guide. “I will be doing pretty much the
same thing I did in Sydney, Australia (September 2000)
and Salt Lake City, Utah (February 2002),” she explained.
“I’m so excited to once again have this opportunity!”
At the previous Olympics, the Des Moines, Iowa native
helped coordinate the arrivals and departures of the
corporate buses and escorted SI’s guests from companies
such as Heineken, Best Buy, and MTV International to
events. In doing so, she found herself interacting with
celebrities such as Olympic figure skating medalist Oksana
Baiul, Olympic gold medalist skier Tommy Moe, Richard
Schiff, who plays “Toby” on NBC’s “The West Wing,” and
Tom Cavanagh, who played the title role on NBC’s “Ed.”
As with the Games in Sydney, SI has chartered a cruise
ship that all of the staff and guests will live on for the
duration of the Olympics. The vessel will be docked
outside of Athens and will be a little more mobile than the
ship used in Australia. “There will be a cruise on the front
and back end of the Olympics (Venice to Athens and
Athens to Venice),” Kara noted. Tough job, but somebody’s
got to do it.
Kara is currently living in New York City as she seeks
full-time employment. “It’s my desire to one day do event
planning in the entertainment industry,” she noted, “so
New York City seems like a good place to start.” She also
has a desire to make an impact for Christ in her vocation.
“I love being able to integrate my faith into practical,
everyday business situations,” she said. “This world is a
dark place. We need to be faithful in small things and
strive to take advantage of every opportunity to let our
light shine.”
To contact Kara, e-mail her at kara@syversen.net.
husband, Dan ’85; four children; her parents, Gary ’77
and Nancy; her sister, Wendy Storm Pearson ’90 and
family; and the Scioto Hills Camp and Retreat Center
where she invested so much of her heart. Memorial gifts
may be sent to the Tammy Edwards Memorial Fund, c/o
Scioto Hills Camp, 1009 Martin Road, Wheelersburg, OH
45694.

Former Nursing Faculty
Member Graduates to Glory
Maureen Salladay, former nursing
faculty member, went home to be
with the Lord March 5, 2004, after a
battle with pancreatic cancer. At the
time of her death, she was serving
with InterVarsity Nurses Christian
Fellowship in Cleveland, Ohio.
Our sympathies go out to Maureen’s family and friends.
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Singing for the President
The May 6 National Day
of Prayer found Beth Cram
Porter, assistant professor of
voice, singing for the
President of the United
States and 200 of his invited
guests. For this private
ceremony in the East Room
of the White House, Beth
sang “Balm in Gilead” at the
White House’s request. She
described it as a “wonderful,
yet very surreal experience.”
“My prayer in the days
prior to May 6 was that
God, and not Beth Cram Porter would be heard,”
Beth remarked. “… The song I sang … speaks the
gospel message very clearly: ‘If you cannot preach like
Peter, if you cannot pray like Paul, you can tell the love
of Jesus, and say He died for all. ... He died for me,
He died for you.’”
Beth is an accomplished soprano soloist with a
distinguished career on the stage. Her many tours
abroad have included a tour of southern France with
the Robert Shaw Festival Singers, in which she was a
soloist. She has been teaching studio voice at
Cedarville since 1997 and also directs the Cedarville
University Women’s Choir.
Video of the White House’s National Day of Prayer
ceremony can be viewed by going to
www.whitehouse.gov, clicking on “Current News,” and
then clicking on the Video icon for the May 6
“President Bush Marks 53rd Anniversary of National
Day of Prayer.”

Share Your News
and Updates
Contact
alumni relations at alumni@cedarville.edu,
1-800-837-2566, or
251 N. Main St.
Cedarville OH 45314.
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Tell Us Your Story
Over the course of the next year we plan to run
stories on the following topics:

Adoption
Caring for Elderly Parents
Mid-Life Career Changes
If you have a story you’d like to share or know of
someone you think we should contact, please let us
know by e-mailing alumni@cedarville.edu or
calling 1-800-837-2566. You may also submit a
story or story idea by mailing it to:

Cedarville University
Alumni Relations
Attn: Inspire
251 N. Main St.
Cedarville, OH 45314

May We See You
on the Road?
Every year, our Cedarville representatives spend
countless hours on the road promoting Cedarville at
college fairs and school visits. It is always a blessing for
representatives to relax for the evening in the home of a
CU alum. Your hospitality is a tremendous ministry to
the University with an added bonus of a new Cedarville
T-shirt as a thank-you!
If you are interested in housing Cedarville
representatives while they are on the road, please call
1-877-CEDARVILLE (233-2784) or e-mail us at
extrel@cedarville.edu. We will keep your information on
file and contact you in advance if we have a
representative in your area in need of housing.

Help Wanted at
Cedarville University
HVAC TECHNICIAN needed! Candidate must have
EPA universal certification and at least five years
experience in trade. HVAC trade school certificate
required. Energy management experience helpful.
If interested, call the Cedarville University
Human Resources Office at 937-766-4124.

100%

Alumni participation
That’s our goal for this year. Dr. Brown has laid down
the challenge for the alumni family. Organizations like
U.S. News & World Report measure alumni loyalty by
how many give a gift to their alma mater annually.
Is this the best measure? Not by a long shot. We know
our alums are “backing the Jackets” in many
immeasurable ways. But we want our alumni to be
recognized for that, so we challenge you to show your
true colors — blue and gold — and stand with
Cedarville. As an alum, you are an integral part of our
family, and we need your help in advancing the ’Ville.
Many are showing their loyalty, backing the Jackets
all the way! Your gift will help make a serious dent in
that 100% alumni participation goal. Remember, the size
of your gift does not matter to us; the gesture does.
If you have any questions about how you can get
involved, please call us at 1-800-766-1115 or visit
www.cedarville.edu/bridgethegap.

Annual Fund Office
Contact Jeff Brock ’84
brockj@cedarville.edu

Class of ’04
Hits The Job Market!!
An exciting future awaits our 2004 graduates! This
dynamic group of students will enter various top-level
positions and graduate school programs across the country in
the coming months. It is the privilege of the career services
office to play a vital role in helping these students as they
anticipate the next step in God’s plan for their lives.
Networking with our alumni has been of great value as we
endeavor to help our students impact their world for Christ.
Alumni play a crucial role in helping current students locate
opportunities and reach their career goals. CareerNet is a
network of parents, alumni, and friends of the University who
partner with us to help students. If you are willing to call in
job opportunities, influence your company to attend Career
Link recruiting events, encourage internships with your
company, or act as a general “career link” to your region,
register online at www.cedarville.edu/home/cs/cr/cscr02c.cfm
to become part of our CareerNet.

Career Services Office
Contact Lew Gibbs
gibbsl@cedarville.edu

A Charitable Solution
for A Secure Retirement
Karen taught high school students for 25 years. Throughout
her career, she found that her abilities were tremendously
enhanced by the education she had received at Cedarville
University. Like many alumni, Karen decided one day that she
wanted to give something back to her alma mater.
After consulting with Dave Bartlett and Kim Botta
Longo ’02 in the office of gift planning, Karen decided that a
deferred gift annuity was the perfect gift vehicle to suit her
needs. This option allows her to make a gift, receive a
charitable income tax deduction, and create secure income for
retirement all at the same time.
A deferred gift annuity is a simple contract between a
donor and Cedarville University. The donor makes a gift to
Cedarville, and in return the University agrees to pay a fixed
income to the donor for life beginning at a predetermined age,
usually 65. The donor also receives a charitable income tax
deduction. The payment rate is determined by the donor’s age
at the time the gift is made and the age at which the donor
wishes to begin receiving the income. Because the income is
deferred, a higher rate of return can be paid out, making
charitable deferred gift annuities a great way to prepare for
retirement.
If you are like Karen and want to increase your retirement
income by helping Cedarville, please contact the office of gift
planning.

Gift Planning Office

Contact Dave Bartlett or Kim Botta Longo ’02
giftplanning@cedarville.edu
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Homecoming 2 0 0 4

Dreams
The

Stuff

are Made Of
October 1 & 2

O

ctober 1 & 2 are the dates for
Homecoming 2004, “The Stuff
Dreams Are Made Of.” What were
your dreams when you were at the ’Ville? How
has God fulfilled or changed them since you’ve
been gone? Wherever your dreams have taken
you, we hope you’ll save the date and plan to
return to campus for all the Homecoming

festivities. Plus, Homecoming is always a great
time to renew friendships and see what’s
changed at your alma mater. Reunions are
being planned for those classes ending in a “4”
or a “9.” Watch your mail for more details or
check the Homecoming 2004 Web site online
at www.cedarville.edu/alumni.

